Do you know what to do when the fire or evacuation alarm sounds in a building?  
I hope that you answered YES, gather your coat, purse, and keys, and then evacuate the building from the nearest exit to report to your outdoor assembly area for accountability.  
Why does BNL conduct fire or protective action drills?  Besides that BNL is required by law, its good practice.  It has been proven that when people practice emergency drills at work, or at home, they know how to get out safely in a real emergency.  Our goal at the Office of Emergency Management is to keep people safe by practicing fire and protective action drills here at BNL.
We understand that there is no “best time” to conduct building evacuation drills, but then again is there any “best time” for an emergency. While your work will be temporarily disrupted and you will have to evacuate the building and/or assemble in your designated area, the 20 minutes of the drill just may save your life.  Once accountability is completed at the assembly area, OEM staff discusses safety items with the staff then everyone can go back to work.  This usually lasts no more than 20 minutes.
People do not understand the importance of fire, or any, drills until they need to use the skills in a true emergency.  While we hope that you will never need to use these skills, we at the Office of Emergency Management want you to be prepared.  
You will never know if the sounding alarm is a drill or an actual emergency. So, PLEASE, treat every alarm as an actual emergency – and EVACUATE.
Building fire alarms:
· When the building fire bells sound, you are to leave the building at the nearest exit and proceed outside to the designated assembly area. 
· [bookmark: _GoBack]Make sure your work area is in a secure condition, take your coat and car keys, make sure the door behind you is CLOSED and evacuate. 
· Please report to the designated assembly area for accountability.
· NEVER re-enter a building or enter a building when the alarms are sounding or told so by Emergency Personnel. 
· If you are in another building other than your own, Local Emergency Coordinators will have on a green hat that says LEC and a green
When a fire alarm is activated, Fire Rescue will conduct a walkthrough investigation for actual responses, and for drill Emergency Management, and sometimes Fire Rescue, will do a walkthrough for drills. Don’t be left behind.
Your Local Emergency Coordinator has the information for the buildings specific local emergency plan -- or any other questions regarding your safety -- or contact the Office of Emergency Management. The list of Local Emergency Coordinators can be found at http://intranet.bnl.gov/lpd/oem/lec.asp.
The next time the building alarms go off, do you want to be left behind?

