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Introduction

Tuesday June 5, 2012, the 15th Annual Emergency Management Higher Education Conference went into full gear with a continued exhibition of the concerns related to preparing for the future of Emergency Management and Homeland Security. This particular break out session set out to address the “desperate need for high-quality basic and applied research on a myriad of emergency management topics” (Emergency Management Institute, 2012, p.12).

Research and the Researcher

The two hour breakout session Dr. Jensen got things off to a lively thought-provoking start when she raised several pressing concerns for the future of research in the Emergency Management field to the approximately 40 students, educators and practitioners in attendance.  She explained we are communicating who we are through our research, as there are critical links between research and our identities, perceived legitimacy, and where knowledge is used.  Plus, personal views influence research.  Truly, we put ourselves into our research.  Dr. Jensen went on to remind us that research flows between disciplines: there are many lenses on a disaster from many fields.  This can aid in our question development, and we should keep in mind that it is important to stay true to our original research questions, but allow flexibility as resources and methods become limited.  However, it is necessary to report these limitations accurately.

Preparing for Obstacles
Dr. Rozdilsky then described a case study of the Chicago NATO Summit as an example of a research issue one might face in the emergency management field.  We must be prepared, he explained, to deal with access and participation obstacles.  Homeland security designations can prevent access.  Politicization and impact on research of events can spoil the field for research, and we have to be open-minded while researching, as we may be “used as pawns” for political goals.  He reminded us that though access denial is frustrating, we have to cooperate with the gatekeeper and understand the dangers of going forward despite access.                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                              

Researching Tips

Dr. McEntire began by recommending a book by Robert A. Stallings, “Methods of Disaster Research.”  He also listed where to get research funds, where to get published, and research topic ideas.  He gave more tips for researchers, such as it is best to get into the field as soon as possible to get the most accurate information, and scholars should interact with practitioners.  It is also beneficial to schedule flights and interviews early.  Experts from other disciplines may assist during question formation and research.  The Institutional Review Board provides ethical guidelines, but there is a lot of paperwork and bureaucracy to face.  He ended with the importance of bringing research textbooks into the classroom and keeping up with current research.  

15th ANNUAL FEDERAL EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT HIGHER EDUCATION CONFERENCE

JUNE 4-7, 2012

GRADUATE STUDY IN EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT
(3:00-5:00PM Wednesday, June 6, 2012)

Moderator
Jessica Jensen, Ph.D.
emailaddress@ndsu.edu
Assistant Professor

North Dakota State University
Panel
Jessica Jensen, Ph.D.
emailaddress@ndsu.edu
Assistant Professor

North Dakota State University
GRADUATE STUDY IN EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT
Prepared by:  

Hari Ghimire 
hari.ghimire@gmail.com
Emergency Management Student

Millersville University

Madeline Eagen

madeline.eagen@gmail.com
Emergency Management Student

Western Illinois University

Introduction

Dr. Jensen opened the floor for a two-hour, informal discussion on Emergency Management programs—specifically graduate programs—represented in the room, of which there were about 20.  The goal was to get ideas from each other, grasp what other programs were doing, and discuss what can be done to improve our programs.

Getting Started

To begin, everyone in the room shared with the group what program(s) the school he or she was representing offered.  After this, the group discussed how to negotiate resources and launch a new program for a graduate program.  The room talked over how many students would be necessary to begin a graduate program, and numbers ranged from 25 to 50.  Then the room discussed the accreditation process and new degree program approval.  

Curriculum

The conversation then shifted to what courses and departments should play a role in a program’s curriculum.  About half of the room believed that business courses should be incorporated into the Emergency Management curriculum.  However, the other half opposed this idea, and believed that students who were interested in business should get their bachelor’s degree in Emergency Management and then pursue an MBA.  

The group was split again on the topic of the relevance of homeland security’s role in the Emergency Management curriculum.  While some believed homeland security fits in nicely with the emergency management courses, others believed it is unnecessary and should be taken separately if so desired.  Some thought that emergency management encompasses homeland security; there is no leaving it out without leaving out a huge chunk of emergency management.  

Moving on, the room talked about the main goals of their students and graduates, and how their curriculum is designed.  Most undergrad programs were set up to go on to pursue a master’s degree in a related field, some at the same university.  Common courses were shared among the group, and goals for the future were asked.  A shared goal of nearly all representatives in the room was to establish more flexibility, try to make a “real-life” experience for students, and provide mentorship. 
