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Overview
This breakout session detailed the role of higher education in developing emergency management research. In addition, the importance of this research is to the development of a discipline foundation for the field was discussed. Some examples of research direction and methodologies that both facilitate as well as inhibit discipline development were provided. There was some attention paid to how effective research enhances professional practice. This session consisted of a single segment.
Presentation
The presentation began with an overview of the emergency management program at North Dakota State University. The program was developed in 2001-2002 and has emerged to its current form as a freestanding department. Being a freestanding department is important because it means that the program is heavily vested in the practice of emergency management. 
It is important within any emergency management program to be a strong program because those programs will foster good instructors. Any good discipline in the field can use a strong academic base and strong instructors will add that component. Essentially, the “real world” is discovered in a classroom. 
Good education is important for the field of emergency management. While many currently in the field say there is no replacement for what is learned through experience, GIS is something that experience will not teach. That is just an example of the knowledge base gained in a classroom. 
To date this research is mainly disseminated through textbooks. In order for emergency management to move forward as a discipline however, it needs at paradigm or a model for the discipline. This model comes from textbooks. Currently there are a handful of textbooks covering each of the five sub-disciplines within emergency management. Introduction to Emergency Management has some texts written by Phillips et al… (2012), Haddow et al… (2008), Lindell et al… (2007), and Waugh (2000). Mitigation and preparedness has a text out by Schwab (2006). Preparedness also has a text by Tierney et al… (2001) but that text is more of a literature integration. The Tierney text as well as one by McEntire (2007) are in place for response and the McEntire text as well as a Philips (2007) text for teaching recovery. Other than the Introduction text by Phillips though, the texts are from 2008 at the earliest. Dates are very important when it comes to teaching because as new incident come along laws as well as practices change. Examples of incidents that have caused major change are September 11, 2001 and Hurricane Katrina. Second and third editions of these textbooks need be published because it is important to keep updated when defining new frameworks.
The scopes of the textbooks contain the policies. It is the schools that bring that knowledge. The scope of mission for degree granting emergency management programs will depend on the degree level. On the Associate Degree level there is a teaching and service mission but no research mission. On the Bachelor’s Degree level, Master’s Degree level and Doctoral Degree levels there are divided with all having a teaching and service mission but some degrees at each level also have a research mission. 
It is important to do an assessment of the schools providing these degrees. Who is currently doing the research and the writing? It is likely that it is being done more by those required to as part of a degree program and less by faculty within a department. There are some programs (mostly online) that are developed simply to pass on knowledge and not designed to create it. 
Funding is also an issue in any program. The better the funding is, the more instructors can be hired. The more instructors that are in a program, the better the knowledge that is passed on. 
That being said, at what level or department/discipline are the writers currently coming from? In a very small sample from the Journal of Emergency Management and the Journal of Homeland Security and Emergency Management (n=34, 2006 issues 1-3) found that the degrees of the writers were 17 from the Ph.D. level, 7 from the MD level, 5 from the Master’s Degree level, 2 from the JD level and 2 were missing. The titles and affiliations were from public and private sectors as well as from the universities. The departments and disciplines also varied widely with medical, engineering, and public administration being the most common while only 2 articles were written specifically from within the emergency management departments. 
Emergency management is a discipline that is widely distributed and the above data shows that so is the creation of the knowledge. It is because of the inter-disciplinary nature that the knowledge can come from each discipline. 
[bookmark: _GoBack]In conclusion, if good research is done and more of it is published, it will better serve the practitioner base. It is extremely important for research to follow appropriate methodological designs.
