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[bookmark: _GoBack]Introduction by moderator
To start with, Dr. Daniel Barbee, moderator of the session introduced himself as the Professor of the Department of Political Science and Public Administration, University of North Carolina, Prembroke. One of the panelists, Prof. David Neal was not present in the beginning of the session, as he was involved in another meeting. The moderator said that we would start with the presentation of Prof. William Waugh, followed by the presentation of Dr. Jessica Jensen. In case Prof. Neal comes by that time, we will have his presentation. In case Prof. Neal is not able to come by that time, we will start with the discussion session. Dr. Barbee said that we would keep the session very informal and as a moderator, he articulated his authority to interject with his comments and maintain the order of questions asked as well as the flow of discussions. At the beginning of the session there were total 18 participants, including moderator, presenters, and reporter.
Presentation of penalist Prof. William Waugh
	Prof Waugh made a PowerPoint presentation. A copy of his presentation is in the binder of the papers of the conference. Prof. Waugh shared his experiences of development of graduate certificate, graduate concentration of emergency management within the Master of Public Administration (MPA) and Master of Public Policy (MPP) as well as PhD program with emphasis in emergency management at the Andrew Young School of Policy Studies at the Georgia State University (GSA), Atlanta.
Prof. Waugh referred to the immediately preceding breakout session on curriculum mapping, where he was one of the panelists. He said that there is hardly any public administration undergraduate program. As master’s students of public administration, they already know many of the skills. However, undergraduates are not prepared for the profession of public administrator or for research. That is the reason people join master’s in public administration program.
There is a range of possibilities for graduate education in emergency management from graduate certificates to doctoral degree. The graduate certificate is a professional certificate pitching to the Certificate in Emergency Management (CEM) of International Association of Emergency Managers. The graduate certificate program is also wrapped around graduate degree programs. For a graduate certificate at GSA four courses are required that is mandated by the university policies. MPA and MPP are professional education programs having three or four courses specialization in disaster policy or emergency management. The mission of the doctoral education is to produce doctors of practice in a research environment.
Prof. Waugh said that undergraduates learn some basic knowledge, skills, and abilities. There is a debate whether the professional program should be driven by theory or practice. Another issue is program that serves students who are pre-service (no work experience) students or midcareer professionals. Whether the program should cover the technical aspect of emergency management or the programs should cover the management functions like finance and personnel as there are requirements of these in CEM. Yet another issue is practitioner versus academic education program that is theory versus practice issues in research programs.
Prof. Waugh said that we have to find a mission balance of the program that works. There has to be negotiation between institutional and market pressures. There need to be matching the truth in what we advertise or promise to deliver and actually deliver in terms of values, missions, and student goals. We also need to provide support for professional education by counseling, internships, and placements.
Presentation of penalist Dr. Jessica Jensen
	Dr. Jessica Jensen said she is the fourth Ph.D. degree holder in Emergency Management of the world. She got her master’s degree while working for PhD. Now she is a tenured assistant professor at the North Dakota State University (NDSU). Before joining the program she was in Los Angeles, CA and was not clear about the program, nevertheless she took the risk of joining the program. PhD in Emergency Management at NDSU is an experiment program. Some of the experiments were very good, other were not. The NDSU PhD program is an evolutionary program.
	According to Jensen emergency management degree from NDSU should not be different from other universities. We need to have some consistency. Goals of the doctoral program need to be clearly articulated. The course materials also need to be similar across universities. Jenson thinks that there is an ‘audience dilemma’. The university has to serve many masters whose expectations are different and sometimes could even be conflicting. The audiences are students, parents of students, alumni, university authorities, state and other funding bodies, and media. They view the expectations of the programs, role of the program, and career goals of the graduates differently.
	There is a whole spectrum of emergency related programs. The programs range from practice oriented to theory oriented; geared for different levels from federal to state to county to local level; meant for government, nonprofit, to business continuity. Jensen asked how we engage people. The basic personality of a person may not change by undergoing a program. Emergency management requires a special type of personality and it may not be suitable for some type of people. These people should not be in emergency management programs.
	The reality of the post-graduate program is that the student should look, see, smell like emergency management. It is possible that some emergency management related PhD’s might not go to teach or research. We need to constantly do introspection, refine our programs, and sometimes even do sweeping changes. In conclusion, Jensen said that emergency management is her baby and she loves the emergency management program.
By this time the number of participants were 23.
Discussions
	In response to one of the questions, Prof. Waugh said that in their program GRE scores are important since their program is quantitative heavy. There are four core courses requirements  depending on the concentration at GSU. GSU does not transfer credits earned at other universities. As Prof. Waugh is the only emergency related faculty in his university, he said I am the program.
	In response to another question, the panelist informed the participants that the board of higher education of the particular state governs many times the requirements of the number of courses. There is a need to develop many minor emergency management programs within other majors. This will broaden the field and provide continuous supply of interested students, who may like to switch from minor to major. A need was also expressed to develop the partnerships among universities.
	The moderator posed two questions to the panel:
Is there enough content for masters and doctoral PhD in emergency management?
Is there enough market for PhD in emergency management?
Jensen who went through the market recently said that there is more opportunity for being an adjunct faculty. Because emergency management is a new degree area, there are many challenges. The expectation from the new faculty is to produce research.
	For emergency management, many disciplinary grounding is required, including critical thinking, and information-technology-communication. Graduates need to know the differences between controllable variables and non-controllable variables for their success. There are many disciplinary streams related to emergency management, like security, safety, risk management, emergency management, and business continuity. There need to be clarity of understanding the differences among them. The moderator, Dr. Barbee said that accreditation is important for the program not for the university.
	By this time the number of participants has become the highest, 24.
Presentation of penalist Prof. David Neal
	Prof. Neal said that he started teaching at University of North Texas in 1989. The graduate level programs have been developing over a long period. We need to do empirical based research. We are in academic institution and we have to follow the norms, rules, and regulations of the institution. The emergency management literature has been accumulated over sixty years. Prof. Neal said that he is teaching at the Oklahoma State University (OSU). At OSU they have Fire and Emergency Management Program. There is not enough literature in fire management.
	According to Prof. Neal it is important to have multidisciplinary programs in emergency management. We need to be clear what does an emergency manager need to know. PhD means research. There is not much practice research. We need to do practice research.
Discussions continued
	During the discussions, Dr. Jensen said that with the baby-boomers retiring, the communities are recognizing the value of emergency management degree. Prof Waugh said that to develop city emergency managers we need to impart the training of jack of everything, critical thinking, flexibility, and to be political savvy.
	The moderator asked is there going to be market for emergency management. Prof. Neal replied that there may not be enough traditional market with government, but there is market for nonprofit and business sector. One of the participants asked, shall my program be driven by market or paradigm. One of the participants from business informed that the business is looking for people with major in business management and minor in emergency management. There need to be business continuity programs which have week-end and executive program formats.
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