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ABSTRACT


	India is one of the most disaster prone countries of the world. It has had some of the world’s most severe droughts, famines, cyclones, earthquakes, chemical disasters, mid-air head-on air collisions, rail accidents, and road accidents. India is also one of the most terrorist prone countries.
	
India was, until recently, reactive and only responded to disasters and provided relief from calamity. It was a relief driven disaster management system. India also has world’s oldest famine relief codes. In recent times, there has been a paradigm shift and India has become or is becoming more proactive with emphasis on disaster prevention, mitigation and preparedness.
	
India traditionally accepted international help in responding to disasters. However, after the 2004 Indian Ocean tsunami, India refused to accept international response assistance from foreign governments. Not only that, India deployed its defense personnel, medical teams, disaster experts, ships, helicopters, and other type of human, material, and equipment resources to help Sri Lanka, Mauritius, and Indonesia. It may be noted that India itself suffered from the tsunami and was internally responding at the same time. India is also lower income group country, while Indonesia is middle-income group country.
	
As the tsunami experience illustrates, disasters do not recognize or respect national geographic boundaries. In the increasingly globalized world, more disasters will be spread over many countries and will be regional in nature. India has set up an example of responding internally and simultaneously in neighboring countries for the other countries to follow.
	
In the academic year 2003-2004, India took a pioneering step of starting disaster management education as part of social sciences in class VIII. In the subsequent academic year 2004-2005 disaster management, was added to class IX. In the following academic years disaster management was progressively added to classes XI and XII. This was done by the Central Board of Secondary Education. Along with disaster management education in schools, India is also implementing community based disaster management program with the help of United Nations Development Program in all-hazard vulnerable districts.
	
Some of the catastrophic disasters in recent times have led to changes in disaster policy and creation of new organizations. Policy changes include the enactment of Disaster Management Act, 2005 and development of the national disaster management response framework. The National Disaster Management Authority was established to spearhead in creation of culture of disaster resilience. The National Institute of Disaster Management itself and along with Disaster Management Cells in the states is providing training opportunities in disaster management.

