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Context Of Disasters In Mississippi
     The demographics of the state of Mississippi consist of 2.967 million residents.  That composition is 60.5% white and 37.2% black with the remaining of mixed ethnic origins.  The current poverty rate is at 20.6% compared to a national average of 13.2 %.  The population is experiencing a rapid increase in the Hispanic/Latino population and a large increase in long term Vietnamese along the coast.
     The State of Mississippi has 3 designated sections to the state.  These sections are Southern Mississippi, Costal Mississippi and the rest of Mississippi.  Southern Mississippi is designated as the area south of I-20.  This area consists of 1.8 million people that is heavily forested with rolling hills.  This region is home to the state’s largest cities: Jackson, Gulfport/Biloxi and Hattiesburg.  The coastal region consists of 3 coastal communities that are home to half a million people.  The primary industries are tourism, fishing, ship-building and aerospace engineering.  This is also home to the University of Southern Mississippi.  The University is home to the only research facility in Southern Mississippi.
Disasters In Mississippi
The State has a history consisting of four primary disasters.  These disasters were Hurricane Camille (1969), Methyl parathion (1996), Hurricane Katrina (2005), and BP Oil Release (2010).
On August 17, 1969 Hurricane Camille made landfall as a Category 5 hurricane with sustained winds of 200 MPG+.  As a result of this storm 143 people lost their lives.  In 1969 dollars there was $1.42 billion dollars on devastation.  The storm resulted in the closure of Gulf Park College for Women.
In 1969 the agricultural pesticide methyl parathion was very widely used to control insects and especially roaches.  During the time frame from the early 1980’s to 1995 over 1,777 homes were sprayed resulting in mass poisoning.  The clean-up was totaled at $69 million and a total impact in excess of $100 million.  This was the largest single year the EPA had for payouts on toxic clean-up.
On August 29, 2005 Hurricane Katrina came ashore on the Mississippi/Louisiana shore as a Category 3 storms (this was the very same area that Hurricane Camille made land fall in 1969).  The fallibilities reached 1,836 and 90% of all costal community structures were damaged or destroyed.  The University of Southern Mississippi – Gulf Coast received damages to 100% of the facilities.
On April 20, 2010 a British Petroleum oil rig had an explosion resulting in 11 deaths and 17 injured.  Before the capping of the oil pipes on July 15, 2010 4.9 million barrels of oil was released into the Gulf of Mexico.  As a result of the spill there were major economic losses and the destruction of marine habitat, the shoreline and the costal economy.
Research
Research has given some very important data.  The results are as follows:
After the 1969 methyl parathion (study from 10/1 – 12/20/1997) there was a 
1.  an increase in the need for mental health
2. Increase role for social workers
3. A decrease in community resilience
Research reflected similarities with the study of the 2010 BR Oil Disaster.  The study was conducted from 10/30 through 11/06/10.  The study found:
1.  Increase in need for children’s mental health
2. Increased perception of the disaster
3. The effect was greater based upon proximity to the event
The summery of the research reports indicated six factors that played a role in determining the degree of effect on the individuals.  These criterions were:
1.  Proximately to the disaster
2. Previous exposure to a disaster
3. Pre-existing health or mental heath pre-existing conditions
4. Economic resources
5. Households with pre-school age children
6. Speed of disaster

Lessons Learned
The tangible lessons learned for the University of Southern Mississippi.  The overall plan was effective but issues were found that required addressing.  The first item that was identified was the need for off-site data storage.  The preparations for lack of utilities were only planned for duration of less than 48 hours.  This left 4,000 students on campus with no water/electricity resulting in a high propensity for violence.  The shortage of EM professionals from the outside in preparing plans was noted.  Going forward the actual role that the campus plays in such an event must be clarified.
Involvement of Professional Practitioners
It was noted that there is nothing during an event that occurs that social workers do not deal with every day.  The issues were:
1 loss of housing
2 loss of job
3 spousal abuse
4 economic issues
5 substance abuse
6 crisis counseling
7 dealing with uncertainty and stress
8 connecting clients’ needs with social services
9 Utilizing NGO’s and Government services
The entire review process and the implementations of corrective actions in the future will entail social work practitioners in the forward moving steps.

