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Dr. Manuel F. Zamora is an Assistant Professor with Angelo State University’s (ASU) Center for Security Studies. He completed 30 years with the Houston Police Department, most recently in the Planning and Research Unit, where he managed a staff responsible for emergency planning, logistics, resource acquisition and allocation, support, and compilation of after-action reports.
Dr. Zamora’s most significant contribution occurred during the 2008 department-wide mobilization for Hurricane Ike. He also led 55 officers in a field force concept and planned events such as abortion clinic protests, parades and demonstrations, incidents of large-scale disorder, and other significant national newsworthy events, such as the 16th G7 Economic Summit (1990), the 1992 Republican National Convention, the 1994 and 1995 Houston Rockets National Championships and parades, Superbowl XXXVIII (2004), and other semi-final or final championship sporting events involving the Astros, Rockets, Comets, Aeros, and Oilers. (Unfortunately, the Texans have not done as well.) Dr. Zamora was involved with the police response to conflict involving Greenpeace International, militia groups, KKK protests, anti-GLBT efforts, and planning for dignitary protection involving visits to Houston, Texas, by international Heads of State.

As a 30-year veteran police officer and sworn manager of the Houston Police Department, Dr. Zamora was exposed to the Incident Command System. While completing his formal education and through continuing education, he learned about the theory leading to the development of policies and procedures for emergency responses. Now that he has entered into the realm of academia, it has become more important to apply the most advanced technological and social skills to curriculum and student development, particularly when the student is a warrior or public safety officer whose imminent actions and decisions lay the foundation for protection of life and property as well as mitigation. The interest he has to educate and challenge his students on the all-hazards model approach to emergencies is the reason he will be attending the 14th Annual Emergency Management Higher Education Conference on June 6, 2011.

Dr. Zamora is looking forward to achieving the mission of ASU by providing his students with the most advanced technology and information available, and this conference will be of great benefit. For more information on the ASU programs, please visit http://www.Angelo.edu/dept/css.
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