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Mr. Laurence V. Yoell III is currently an Engineer/Paramedic with the Southern Marin Fire District, and he’s also a volunteer fire captain and duty chief with the Vacaville Fire Protection District in Vacaville, California. In 2006, he was given the task of organizing a Community Emergency Response Team (CERT) training program for the Southern Marin Fire District. Since then, more than 600 civilians have been trained in emergency response, and the District’s neighborhoods have been organized into divisions. All divisions are response-capable with emergency equipment trailers and radio communications. The District also strives to provide additional education and outreach programs for the community. A 501 C3 non-profit organization was established in 2008, Friends of Southern Marin CERT. Through this non-profit, grant funding has been obtained and fundraiser events have been organized to raise monies needed for educational and equipment purchasing needs.
Mr. Yoell has an extensive background in teaching. He has taught at the Vacaville Fire District’s recruit academy since 2007, and he currently instructs fire and EMT classes at the Southern Marin Fire District. He has been instructing CERT courses since 2006. Mr. Yoell has written numerous articles on a variety of fire service topics: ventilation; auto extrication; wildland firefighter safety; and public educational topics including CERT information. His articles have been published on firenuggets.com and in many local newspapers, Web sites, and newsletters.

Mr. Yoell holds an A.S. in fire technology from Santa Rosa Junior College. He is a State of California Certified Fire Officer, Chief Officer, Public Education Officer, Fire and EMS Instructor, and Paramedic.

Mr. Yoell feels that the Higher Education Conference will be a great networking opportunity of him and his coworker, Yleanna Garcia. They are interested in what the higher education organizations are doing, and trying to do, in relation to working with fire services and emergency managers throughout the country. They are looking to see what programs are being used to prepare emergency managers to better educate their constituents and civilian responders in the event of a disaster. Also, they are looking to see what educational opportunities may be available in order to become better emergency managers for the future of their organization.
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