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Mr. Michael V. Tuitasi is the Vice President of Student Affairs for Santa Monica Community College. As such, he oversees all programs that impact the student experience on campus. These areas include the Associated Students; Athletics; Campus Police; Career Services; Child Care; Counseling Programs; Disabled Student Services; Parking and Transportation; Psychological Services; Student Health; Student Judicial Affairs; Veteran’s Resources; and Emergency Preparedness.

One of Mr. Tuitasi’s recently appointed duties is chair of the Emergency Preparedness Committee for the college. The charge for this group is to ensure that the institution remains in compliance with State and Federal emergency guidelines as well as educates and informs the college community as a whole. The committee is focusing on the following activities:
1. Creating an Emergency Preparedness Advisory Team to include district and local agencies.
2. Creating an innovative training program for the college community.

3. Creating an emergency calendar with scheduled and non-scheduled drills.
4. Creating student organizations that focus on disaster preparedness and emergency response such as the Red Cross Club.
5. Creating a Police Cadets Program to provide leadership opportunities for students interested in emergency management as a career goal.
6. Hosting emergency preparedness fairs for the community to include local fire, police, and emergency agencies.
7. Restructuring the Division on Student Affairs to provide additional emphasis and leadership for emergency preparedness.
8. Working with State and Federal agencies to strengthen emergency services.

9. Continuous training for all managers, faculty, and staff.
10. Creating a comprehensive emergency preparedness marketing plan.

11. Hosting various educational activities during National Preparedness Month (September 2011).
Mr. Tuitasi attended the FEMA Emergency Management Planning, Preparedness, Training, and Education for Colleges and Universities workshops in December of 2010. He serves on the Planning Board for the American Red Cross – Santa Monica Chapter. As a Board member, he is responsible for working with the SMC District in organizing blood drives, staging emergency evacuations, and finalizing shelter plans during a major disaster.

Mr. Tuitasi is attending the conference to meet other college personnel who can share their experiences, best practices, and ideas on ways for him to strengthen his programs. He also looks forward to networking with other institutions on the development of an Emergency Management Certificate and/or degree program.
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