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Dr. Richard T. Sylves is a Professor and Senior Research Scientist at the Institute for Crisis, Disaster, and Risk Management at The George Washington University. He is also an emeritus professor of political science and international relations and former Senior Policy Fellow in the Center for Energy at the University of Delaware (UD). He is affiliated with the UD Disaster Research Center. He has written four books on issues of disaster management; the latest is Disaster Policy and Politics, Congressional Quarterly Press, 2008. From 2002 to 2005, he served on the Executive Committee of the National Academy of Science Disaster Roundtable. Dr. Sylves established and maintains the Public Entity Risk Institute Web site, “All about Presidential Disaster Declarations” at www.peripresdecusa.org. He received his Ph.D. in political science from the University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign in 1978.

The University of Delaware has an award-winning emergency management system. See

http://www.udel.edu/emergency/whattodo.html. UD has an emergency alert system which uses several communications media, among them regular and cell phone reverse 911 that connects to phones of all faculty, staff, and students. UD engages in regular exercises and is far advanced in using the Web to inform its campus community of all types of hazards, including gun shots on campus.

The University has armed campus police, its own ambulance service, and an on-campus health service which provides, among other things, emergency medical care. The campus is situated between two volunteer fire departments. UD assiduously conforms to Federal laws on reporting crimes that occur on campus and in the communities neighboring the campus. UD is also home to the world-famous Disaster Research Center, where Dr. Sylves serves as affiliated faculty.
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