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Dr. Christine Gibbs Springer was appointed in 2006 as Director of the Executive Master’s Degree in Crisis and Emergency Management (ECEM) at the University of Nevada–Las Vegas (UNLV), which was created by the Board of Regents in 2003. Since that time, she has overseen the restructuring of the academic program, which is the only full executive master’s in the country on this subject. One hundred seventy-five students have graduated from the program to date.

Dr. Springer is the founder and principal of Red Tape Limited, a strategic management and communications firm incorporated in 1986 with offices in Nevada and Arizona. She has spent most of her adult life specializing in turning around organizations, capacity building, and intergovernmental collaboration. Dr. Springer has served as president of the American Society of Public Administration (1994) and was elected to membership in the National Academy of Public Administration (1997). She was director of Intergovernmental and Community Relations for the third largest public utility in the country for 15 years (Salt River Project in Arizona). She currently serves as associate editor of Public Administration Review.

Dr. Springer holds a B.A. from the University of Arizona, an M.P.A. from Arizona State University, and a Ph.D. from Indiana University.

The ECEM Degree is completed in 24 months by participants by taking 12 graduate-level courses that are organized into four 6-month long modules of 3 courses which meet both online and on-campus. Each module requires that students meet at least once on campus for a 3-day weekend to maximize the learning experience. Students enter the program as a cohort of students with a cross-section of experiences and backgrounds in applicable fields so that they may learn from one another in addition to interacting with experienced faculty and the coursework. As an example, the start date for fall 2009 is July 6, and the first on-campus session is
July 10–13. End date for the program is June 2011. Because emergency management is both a profession and a field of study, this program addresses the context within which emergencies are managed as well as the five stages of disaster management: prevention, preparedness, mitigation, response, and recovery. Housed within the Department of Public Administration, this degree is designed to give students the theoretical and practical knowledge necessary to become leaders in their profession. More specifically, the mission of the program is to provide a well-rounded graduate learning experience to current and future crisis and emergency management leaders for effectively addressing natural, intentional, and technical disasters. The UNLV Department of Public Administration is part of the Greenspun College of Urban Affairs. Faculty members teaching courses are experts in their respective fields—for example, Dr. Bill Waugh (Georgia State University), Carolyn Levering (Director of Emergency Management for the City of Las Vegas), Kay Goss (SRA International), and Dr. Bob McCreight (George Washington University).
Dr. Springer is currently involved in conducting research on regional infrastructure resilience in Nevada and developing and operationalizing an internal and external stakeholders interaction plan as well as independently reviewing Federal Emergency Management Agency operations for Congress. She is attending the Emergency Management Higher Education Conference because she has been involved in the curriculum mapping panel which will present undergraduate program recommendations.
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