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Mr. Daryl Lee Spiewak is the Founder and Vice President of the Foundation on Higher Education. He has more than 30 years of emergency management and homeland security experience. Recently retired, he served the last 18 years as the Emergency, Safety, and Compliance Programs manager for the Brazos River Authority, an agency of the State of Texas. The Authority’s area of operations covers more than 65 counties and almost 44,000 square miles. He managed the comprehensive emergency management, risk management, safety, and security programs for the Authority’s Central Office; 4 large high-hazard dams and their associated reservoirs; 3 water treatment plants; and 13 wastewater treatment plants. 

Prior to working for the Brazos River Authority, Mr. Spiewak served 21 years in the U.S. Army, with 13 years as a master Explosive Ordnance Disposal (EOD) officer. Holding successive positions as EOD team leader, EOD detachment commander, and EOD Operations officer in the United States and overseas, he led EOD teams providing security for two U.S. Presidents, Vice President, Secretary of State, numerous Foreign Heads of State, and selected dignitaries. Mr. Spiewak led EOD teams responding to numerous terrorist, criminal, and other incidents; trained emergency response teams; and conducted large full-scale field exercises involving weapons of mass destruction (WMD). He also led EOD teams supporting the research and development programs at White Sands Missile Range, New Mexico.

As a subject matter expert for the National Emergency Response and Rescue Training Center, under the auspices of the Texas Engineering Extension Service (TEEX) at A&M University in College Station, Texas, Mr. Spiewak helped develop the Texas State Assessment Program and later served as a technical assistant trainer for the State Homeland Security Assessment Strategy process. He is also an adjunct instructor in TEEX’s WMD Exercise Evaluation Program. Mr. Spiewak is an exercise observer/controller on a team evaluating the readiness of local, regional, and State emergency response agencies and Emergency Operations Centers to respond to terrorist attacks involving WMD and other hazards. He teaches management courses online for the University of Phoenix and emergency management courses for the Texas Division of Emergency Management.

Mr. Spiewak is an international Certified Emergency Manager (CEM) and a certified Texas Emergency Manager (TEM). He was a certified Texas Floodplain Manager for more than a decade and held a Class D Water license. 

Mr. Spiewak is a past president of the International Association of Emergency Managers (IAEM); the current Global Professional Standards Director; and serves on IAEM’s CEM Certification Commission. He is a past president of the American Society of Professional Emergency Planners, and is a past vice president and Board member of the Emergency Management Association of Texas.

Mr. Spiewak holds an M.A. in management from Webster University and a B.S. in liberal studies from the University of the State of New York. He is an honor graduate of the U.S. Army Command and General Staff College.
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