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Mr. David J. Simms is a Technical Program Analyst with Prince William County Department of Fire and Rescue, incorporating public safety applications of Geographic Information Systems (GIS) to improve EMS, fire, and emergency management operations and services to the community. He spent the last 14 years integrating GIS and other technology to analyze system performance, and to support the development of station location studies and apparatus deployment models.
Mr. Simms manages the county’s Planning and Intelligence Group, Situation Unit during Emergency Operations Center activations, and has established procedures using GIS during emergency or disaster events. He also has worked as head of GIS Development and Maintenance with Prince William County in 1988 and was instrumental in the initial development of the county’s GIS, completing the 3½-year effort of parcel automation. Mr. Simms authored technical papers entitled “Optimizing Fire and Rescue Services using GIS”, and “Mass Casualty Data Management System (From Complaint to Grave)”, both published on the ESRI Web site and several maps: “Unit Travel Time Zones,” published in the 1998 ESRI Map Book and The ESRI Guide to GIS Analysis, Volume 1, 1999; “Epidemiology and GIS,” published in the ESRI 2001 Map Book; and “Station Location Analysis,” published in the ESRI 2003 Map Book.
Mr. Simms has contributed to the completion of many foreign cartographic projects, and worked as manager of production and quality control for topographic products in 1983 during his 8 years in the U.S. Army which started at the Defense Mapping School in 1977. He holds a certificate as a Certified GIS Professional from the GIS Certification Institute, and has more than 30 years of GIS and cartographic experience in the private sector and in local and Federal government. Mr. Simms teaches Emergency Management with GIS at George Mason University’s Office of Continuing Education. He will be presenting his co-authored paper entitled “Mass Casualty Data Management System (From Complaint to Grave)”, at the Emergency Management Institute’s 14th Annual Emergency Management Higher Education Conference.
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