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Dr. Ray O. Shackelford is the President of Safety Concepts, LLC, an educational corporation designed to assist students in being successful during their educational years. His expertise in student advisement and university placement makes him one of the few academics with a specialty in student advisement and university preparation.

Dr. Shackelford has been a member of the fire service for more than 40 years and an educator for a quarter of a century. He began his public service career as a firefighter and served with the San Marino Fire Department prior to joining the Los Angeles County Fire Department in July 1962, where he served for 30 years, promoting to the rank of deputy fire chief.

After retiring from the county fire department, he served as fire chief of the newly formed Chino Valley Independent Fire District from 1990 through 1995, when he assumed the full-time director’s position at California State University. While at the university, he published four new textbooks; one text is used for instruction in the chemistry, physics, and hazardous materials for emergency responders. In addition to writing and teaching, he mentors hundreds of students and fire administrators.

Dr. Shackelford has led and participated on numerous committees and projects that are seen in current academic thought. He specializes in the use of strategic planning, modern budgeting, and personnel management practices. He was one of the founding committee members in the development of FIRESCOPE, leading to the current National Incident Command System. Dr. Shackelford has served in numerous other positions, a sample of which include: board member for the Los Angeles County Firefighter’s IAFF Local #1014; president of the Los Angeles County and the San Bernardino County Fire Chiefs Associations; member of the California Fire Chiefs Association Board of Directors; current Federal Emergency Management Agency Region IV representative for the Fire and Emergency Services Higher Education Conference; member of the National Fire Protection Association–Educational Committee; member of numerous college/university advisory committees and other professional organizations; and a leader in curriculum development.

Dr. Shackelford holds an A.S. in electronics, a B.S. in public administration, and an M.S. in public administration. He earned a doctorate in public administration at the private and prestigious University of La Verne.
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