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Mr. Christopher M. Schwartz is the current Chapter Vice President for the Epsilon Pi Phi Honor Society at American Public University (APU). He is completing his M.A. in homeland security at APU and just recently received his B.A. in emergency and disaster management with honors. Prior to his enrollment at APU, he obtained his Juris Doctor from the California Pacific School of Law. Mr. Schwartz is a student member of the International Association of Emergency Managers (IAEM) and the California Emergency Services Association. He has made the Dean’s List, and is a member of Delta Epsilon Tau Honor Society and the Golden Key International Honor Society.
Mr. Schwartz has lived throughout the United States, but considers Seattle, Washington, and Bakersfield, California, as home. After graduating from high school, he served in the Army National Guard and Army Reserve from 1984 to 1994, performing duties as an infantryman, Military Police, and Light-Wheeled Vehicle mechanic.
In 2003, Mr. Schwartz became involved as a volunteer with the American Red Cross (ARC), Kern Chapter, providing instruction in the areas of CPR and First Aid. In 2004, he deployed with the ARC as part of the response for Hurricane Ivan and, upon his return, began actively working to build and enhance the Chapter’s local, regional, and national response capabilities. He expanded the instructor team in the Chapter, providing a trained and knowledgeable group of volunteers. The Chapter was able to increase its instructional capability of teaching 2–4 disaster courses per year to teaching 8–12 per year, including the Emergency Response Vehicle (ERV) course, which required an ERV to be borrowed from a neighboring chapter. During his time as a volunteer with the Chapter, Mr. Schwartz managed, responded to, and assisted with several local disasters. During his time as a volunteer with the ARC, Kern Chapter, he worked full-time as an employee of the Kern County Department of Human Services, providing technical assistance and liaison duties. Mr. Schwartz was then promoted within the Kern County Department of Human Services and assumed the responsibilities to oversee the emergency preparedness for the agency and coordinate all mass care agencies within the county. Since March 2009, he has worked full-time with the County of Santa Clara–Office of Emergency Services, while attending school as a full-time student.

Mr. Schwartz has obtained his Emergency Management Specialist certificate from the State of California Emergency Management Agency. He is a qualified instructor for the Community Emergency Response Team program; for ICS-100, ICS-200, IS-700, and IS-800 series; and multiple ARC courses. He is currently working towards obtaining his Certified Emergency Manager credentialing through the IAEM. Finally, Mr. Schwartz is working with the California State University Council for Emergency Management and Homeland Security to assist in designing, developing, and implementing emergency management and homeland security programs at educational institutions throughout California.
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