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Ms. Shannan Saunders is in her final year of studies at Royal Roads University School of Peace and Conflict Management in the Master of Arts in Disaster and Emergency Management (MADEM) degree. The school is located on Vancouver Island in British Columbia, Canada, on hundreds of acres of mostly natural land with a castle, resident peacocks, and private botanical gardens all on the waterfront of a quiet ocean bay.
Royal Roads delivers the MADEM program as an interdisciplinary degree with a blended education model requiring a 3-week residency period each year of the program. There is a focus on experiential learning and application of knowledge with several opportunities to work in different team environments providing a realistic approach to emergency management. The interdisciplinary nature of the program attracts students from broad fields and provides an excellent opportunity to learn from within the cohort in a professor-facilitated environment.

Ms. Saunders’s major research project is focused on issues surrounding high concentrations of vulnerable populations in urban communities. This research stems from a case study of a fire in a social housing building that required the evacuation of more than 1,500 highly vulnerable residents. She was personally involved with the initial response to the event and found some of the questions being asked and activities that occurred in the hours and days after the fire to be very interesting and worth study. Ms. Saunders is currently working on the development of research questions and continued literature review of the topic. She received the Canadian Government’s Social Sciences and Humanities Research Council research grant for her work in this area.

In 2009, Ms. Saunders received her Associate Emergency Manager designation from the International Association of Emergency Managers (IAEM). This year, she was admitted into the Epsilon Pi Phi honors society, where she is also assisting with the development of a Canadian Chapter. Ms. Saunders is the current student president of the IAEM Canada Student Region. This year, she was honored to receive the first Brian Hook Memorial Award from the Ontario Association of Emergency Managers as the most promising student in 2011.

Developing resiliency within the family unit and the community is such an essential yet under-utilized tool in emergency management. Moving ahead, Ms. Saunders is looking forward to putting her skills to use in the development of comprehensive emergency management programs that focus on prevention and preparedness.
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