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Mr. Wayne Sandford joined the University of New Haven as full-time faculty in 2010 after teaching as an adjunct professor since 1984. Today he manages the Emergency Management Program at the University and teaches in the Fire Science Program at both the undergraduate and graduate levels as well as the Emergency Management program. He teaches courses in Fire Hydraulics, Fire Management Ethics, Emergency Management Planning, and Emergency Management Recovery. 

From 2005 to 2009, Mr. Sandford served as the Deputy Commissioner of the State of Connecticut Department of Emergency Management and Homeland Security, where he was second in command of the State agency responsible for managing the State’s emergency management program (planning, exercising, training, and responding). He also oversaw creation of a new State agency and the creation of a Continuity of Operations Plan for State agencies.
From 1992 to 2005, Mr. Sandford served as fire chief of East Haven, Connecticut. He was head of a combination department consisting of 120+ personnel (53 career and 60 volunteer). He also served as chairman of the town’s Local Emergency Planning Committee and director of Emergency Management for the town. Mr. Sandford was the State fire administrator for the State of Connecticut from 1991 to 1992 and the director of Fire Training for the State of Connecticut from 1982–1992, where he ran the Connecticut State Fire Academy.

Mr. Sandford has taught in numerous programs including: St Joseph College (2005–2010) and the National Fire Academy (1987–1992). He served as an adjunct instructor at community colleges, teaching undergraduate fire service courses in fire ground management, building construction, fire management, and hydraulics.

Mr. Sandford was appointed to the State Emergency Response Commission by Governor Rowland. He served as chairman of the International Fire Service Training Association’s Aerial Ladder Committee (1980–2006); team leader of the Commission on Fire Accreditation International; member of the National Fire Protection Association 1001 Committee (1983–1992); president of the Connecticut Career Fire Chief’s Association (1996–1999); Executive Board New England section of the International Association of Fire Chiefs (1998–2001); and president of the National Association of State Directors of Fire Service Training (1987–1991).

Mr. Sandford holds a master’s degree in religious studies and a B.S. in fire engineering.
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