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Ms. Susan L. Sanderson is an Adjunct Instructor with Oakland County Community College (OCCC) for the Community College Citizen Preparedness Program (3CP2). This nation-wide program was launched to train U.S. citizens on identifying regional threats and their impact to them, their family, and their community, and how to prepare for and respond to these threats. She is a well-known presenter and advocate of community preparedness education and was recently featured in a local NBC news report and video on citizen preparedness after recent severe weather impacted their region.
Ms. Sanderson has more than 25 years of project/program management and training expertise in information technology, automotive, business continuity, homeland security, and emergency management. Prior to becoming an instructor with OCCC, she founded Sanderson Associates, a consulting company that provides planning, program implementation, training, and exercise services for government, non-governmental organizations, and businesses. She researched, collated, and wrote the city of Detroit’s Health Department After-Action Report for the 2009/2010 H1N1 Pandemic Flu event and submitted best practices and lessons learned to State and Federal health agencies.
Much of Ms. Sanderson’s emergency management and homeland security experience was earned when she worked as an Emergency Management specialist for the city of Detroit Homeland Security and Emergency Management. She participated in major sporting and special events such as the 2005 All Star Game, the 2006 Super Bowl, the Detroit Grand Prix, and the Red Bull Air Races, as well as annual events such as the International Freedom Festival Fireworks/River Days and the North American International Auto Show. Ms. Sanderson was responsible for the management of the Detroit/Wayne County Hurricane Katrina Evacuee Reception Center that serviced 800+ evacuees in 26 days with approximately 400 volunteers. As the program manager for the Detroit Citizen Corps Council, she developed the Community Emergency Response Team (CERT) program, training more than 2,500 volunteers in 3 years. Her dedication in working to bring public and private sectors together to be more prepared in response to emergencies and/or disasters is unwavering.
Ms. Sanderson attended Wayne State University in Detroit, Michigan, earning a B.A. in communications. She earned her Professional Emergency Manager certification with the State of Michigan in 2003 and just recently became certified as one of the Federal Emergency Management Agency’s Master Exercise Practitioners. She is also a CERT and Teen CERT trainer and an Incident Command System trainer.
As an avid community participant, Ms. Sanderson is a member of the Michigan Volunteer Defense Force, 2nd Battalion, and a volunteer reserve unit of the Michigan National Guard. She is an active member of the Macomb County Local Emergency Planning Committee, the Macomb County Citizen Corps Council, and the Macomb County Health Department Volunteers. She is the current secretary of the Michigan Emergency Management Association.
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