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Dr. James Phelps works with the recently established federally funded Center for Security Studies (CSS) at San Angelo University, to address the education needs of military and Department of Homeland Security personnel who find their deployment schedule or assignment hours and locations to be in conflict with their desire to attend institutions of higher education. The CSS has created five new degrees offered entirely online. Among these are a bachelor’s degree in border security and an M.S. in border security. The border security degree programs were developed entirely from scratch and were based on input from the U.S. Border Patrol, Customs and Border Protection, and Immigrations and Customs Enforcement, as well as local and State law enforcement officers who routinely deal with border issues. The border security degrees offer courses that address the unique problems facing the men and women tasked with securing our porous border. Among the various inputs received from program advisors was a need to address emergency management, disaster preparedness, and disaster response and recovery issues within CSS’s course offerings.
As a 21-year veteran of the U.S. Navy, Dr. Phelps spent considerable time responding to and recovering from hurricanes and typhoons (12 in all); was involved in recovery operations following the eruption of Mt. Pinatubo in the Philippines in 1991; and has survived several earthquakes and planned recovery operations following many different natural and manmade disasters. He has performed maintenance work on nuclear power plants that resulted in high radiation evacuations; been exposed to significant levels of radiation, radioactive contamination, asbestos, and chemical products; and planned, led, and managed the cleanup of the same.

Dr. Phelps’s military background included service on three nuclear submarines; two shore stations, performing nuclear power plant maintenance; two surface support ships; and a specialized SEAL detachment. After retirement from the service, he worked in the chemical and cryogenic manufacturing industries for several years.

Dr. Phelps graduated summa cum laude from the University of Southern Colorado with a B.A. in history. He holds an M.A. in history (recent United States and military) and a Ph.D. in criminal justice from Sam Houston State University.

It is the desire to provide the best possible education to CSS students that leads Dr. Phelps’s interest in developing the undergraduate and graduate courses in disaster preparedness, planning, response, and recovery as well as emergency management from an all-hazards approach. Virtually none of CSS’s students will ever be faced with radioactive fallout from a terrorist device or a damaged nuclear facility. But all will deal with wildfires, flooding, and severe weather, and many will see earthquakes or another Mount St. Helens-type eruption in their lifetimes. Dr. Phelps would be remiss in his responsibility as a professor if he did not educate the students to think critically, write concisely, and be prepared to analyze and respond to the wide variety of events faced by DHS and first responder personnel on a daily basis.

Dr. Phelps is attending the Annual Emergency Management Higher Education Conference to learn from other educators about their approach to online teaching; the topics of emergency management and disaster preparedness, response, and recovery; and to make contacts that can assist CSS in developing these courses.
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