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Mr. Robert Pesapane graduated from Salve Regina University with a double major in politics and economics and continued his politics studies as a 5-year program candidate, earning an M.A. in international relations. Upon graduation, he immediately began as a full-time employee with the Rhode Island Emergency Management Agency (RIEMA) as a regional planner, responsible for all-hazards emergency planning. At RIEMA, Mr. Pesapane was promoted as the State’s Homeland Security Exercise officer, responsible for ensuring components of the State’s Homeland Security Strategy were properly trained and exercised across all first responder disciplines and senior leadership.
Additionally, Mr. Pesapane was assigned as Special Assistant to the State Coordinating Officer for Presidentially Declared Disaster 1892, following the severe floods that affected Rhode Island in the spring of 2010. Shortly after completing his assignment, Mr. Pesapane accepted a position with the U.S. Department of Homeland Security, Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA) in the Region I Boston Office. His current responsibilities include integration of Federal and State programs in the areas of individual and community preparedness and training and exercise. Mr. Pesapane works in outreach to the higher education community throughout New England and is currently developing a series of exercises involving multiple colleges and universities as part of the FEMA “Whole of Community” approach. Additionally, he serves as a member of the Region’s Incident Management Assistance Team and is currently enrolled in the Fleet Seminar Program at the Naval War College in Newport, Rhode Island. 

Mr. Pesapane, along with Christopher Lynch from the FEMA Region I Boston Office, will be giving a presentation on how FEMA engages colleges and universities as part of its “Center of Excellence” and strengthening the homeland security and emergency management academic and public safety community.
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