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Ms. Kelly Persich is a recent graduate of Erie Community College with an A.A.S. in emergency management. She has been an intern at Erie County Emergency Services and is currently a member of the International Association of Emergency Managers. She is enrolled in the GIS Certificate Program for the fall of 2011, and she also is enrolling in the Bachelor of Science in Emergency Management Program for the Spring of 2012.

From 1996 to 2005, Ms. Persich was a United States Marine. She was honorably discharged as a Sergeant (E5). While in the Marine Corps, she traveled to Asia and the Middle East including multiple deployments with Marine Expeditionary Unit 33. Her military occupational specialty for the first 4 years was in communications, working with single and multiple channel systems. While serving as embarkation representative for her communications section, Ms. Persich decided to make a lateral move into embarkation. During her last enlistment, she served as the Company Embarkation chief.

While working with Erie County Emergency Services, Ms. Persich has been on a number of training exercises, assisting with the County Comprehensive Emergency Management Plan, and more. She is looking forward to her first time at the Emergency Management Institute. This includes educational information and discussion that will be covered. Ms. Persich is interested in meeting people, and finding out more about programs at other educational institutions, and local and international internship or class opportunities.
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