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Dr. Michael J. O’Connor, Jr., is an Associate Professor of Emergency Management at the State University of New York–Canton College of Technology (SUNY-Canton). He is the founding faculty member of the Emergency Management bachelor’s degree program at SUNY-Canton. The Emergency Management Program’s curricula contains a set of foundational courses followed by a sequence of upper-division courses in emergency planning and operations, legal issues, incident command systems, and disaster exercises and simulations. Students are also expected to complete a culminating experience internship, senior project, or additional upper-division emergency management electives.
Dr. O’Connor’s experience in emergency management ranges from the design and implementation of Command Post Exercises and Field Training Exercises as a former military police battalion- and brigade-level staff officer (with officer-advanced chemical training) to his current service as an American Red Cross Government Emergency Operations Center/Incident Command liaison.

Dr. O’Connor formerly served as a senior university officer and academic leader at several institutions; during that period, he led the development of undergraduate and graduate programs in business and homeland security fields of study. He has also served as an evaluator and team leader for the State of Ohio’s Baldrige program, and he has continued to serve as a peer evaluator for the Academic Quality Improvement Program of the Higher Learning Commission (North Central Association of Colleges and Schools).

Dr. O’Connor also teaches emergency management at Capella University. He has taught or is teaching the following courses for Capella’s emergency management master’s and doctoral degree programs: Disaster Management; Philosophy and Practice of Disaster Preparedness; Critical Infrastructure, Risk Assessment, Evaluation, and Analysis; National Incident Management Systems; Disaster Preparedness, Mitigation, and Assessments; Critical Incident Stress; Business Continuity for Emergency Management, and other courses. Dr. O’Connor also chairs or is a committee member on several dissertation committees at Capella University. Recently, he was accepted as an adjunct faculty member at Kaplan University and will be teaching emergency management in the new master’s degree program.
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