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Mr. Dean A. Messing is an Assistant Professor of Emergency Management for Erie Community College in New York, a position he has held since 2009. Some of the courses he has taught include Terrorism Awareness, Risk Communication, Leadership, EOC Operations, Introduction to Emergency Management, and Emergency Planning. He has more than 34 years of experience as a volunteer firefighter in the Armor Volunteer Fire Company, working his way up through the ranks to becoming fire chief for 2 years. He has been the Safety officer for the past 12 years; he was elected vice president for 2011 and was appointed to the Training Committee for 2010 and 2011. Mr. Messing is a Red Cross volunteer; a member of the Western New York Incident Management Team; and a member of the Specialized Medical Advance Response Team.
From 1978 to 2009, Mr. Messing was employed by Erie County. He retired after 31 years of service, 19 of which were spent as the Erie County emergency manager. During this time, he handled 11 federally declared disasters and 1 airplane crash as well as several undeclared disasters. He also developed a debris management plan that is currently being used as a model plan across the United States.

Mr. Messing holds an A.A.S. in accounting from Monroe Community College in Rochester, New York; a B.B.A. in accounting, with a minor in labor relations and criminal justice, from Niagara University in Niagara Falls, New York; and an A.O.S. in fire protection technology from Corning Community College. He has taken and passed all of the current courses offered online by the Emergency Management Institute (EMI), and he has attended approximately 25 weekend and week-long programs at EMI and the National Fire Academy.

Mr. Messing is attending the conference to interface with some of the other higher education institutions on the programs they offer, how they interface with their students, how to better teach the programs, and what else he can teach in his own programs. He is also attending to find out what other higher education institutions are teaching bachelor’s and master’s degree programs in emergency management and fire protection technology.
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