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Ms. Darlette Meekins is working as a Cartographer and Geographic Information Systems (GIS) Analyst for the Virginia Department of Transportation (VDOT). Prior to her employment with VDOT, she worked at the Defense Mapping Agency Hydrologic/Topographic Center (National Geospatial-Intelligence Agency) in St. Louis, Missouri, and later Bethesda, Maryland. Ms. Meekins is also currently an adjunct instructor at Virginia State University (VSU), teaching GIS with Global Positioning Systems. She is also a volunteer for VDOT’s Emergency Operation Centers, where she is tasked with directing and aiding citizens in the event of an emergency. She is working towards her CERT certification.
Ms. Meekins holds an M.S. in geology; in September, she received her GIS certification from George Mason University.

Ms. Meekins is attending the Higher Education Conference to gain knowledge on how to teach various emergency topics and important response techniques to GIS students. She would like to leave this conference with insight on how to design evacuation scenarios for both citizens and farmers and provide assistance on how to protect livestock and crops during the event of an anticipated emergency. She has presented (at conferences) an informal hurricane evacuation design for farmers along Virginia’s east coast using VSU as the evacuation shelter location for both farmers and livestock. This was done at the request of a VSU professor. By attending this conference, Ms. Meekins hopes to cover topics that she has yet to explore; gain new ideas and different approaches to emergency management procedures to share with her students and the community; and maybe someday train instructors at the local level.
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