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Mr. Nicholas W. Lees is a Professor in the College of Safety and Emergency Services at Columbia Southern University (CSU). He transitioned in April 2011 from the chair of the College of Safety and Emergency Services to a full-time adjunct faculty member for CSU; he has been with CSU since March 2005. Mr. Lees has more than 17 years of experience in a broad range of environmental, safety, and health responsibilities within industrial, corporate, governmental, regulatory, and consulting interests.
Mr. Lees designed and developed the newly approved CSU Associate of Applied Science degree program for OS&H, and he was the co-developer and designer of the new Master’s of Emergency Services Management program for CSU that has received State of Alabama and Distance Education and Training Council approval.

Mr. Lees has served as a manager of Environmental Affairs for Clorox, Inc., and Bio-Lab, Inc., establishing environmental compliance and training for their 24-hour emergency response programs at their respective manufacturing facilities. For PPG Industries, Inc., Mr. Lees managed environmental affairs with a paint and resin production facility. This plant was a fully permitted treatment, storage, and disposal facility with solvent and wash water recycling operations contained within a complete system of monitored dikes and gated drainage trenches with a fully trained Occupational Safety and Health Administration-compliant 24-hour emergency response unit at the facility.

Mr. Lees was a senior environmental engineer on the corporate staff of Georgia-Pacific, where he assessed the health effects of toxic substances as they related to governmental regulatory policy for carcinogenic potential or toxic substance control. He actively participated in committees of the Formaldehyde Institute and the Chemical Control Committee of the Forest Products Industries in Washington, DC, interacting with Federal agencies on regulations impacting formaldehyde and the 2,4-D pesticide. Mr. Lees also formulated corporate polychlorinated biphenyl policy and assisted plants and mills with compliance under the new regulations at that time.
Mr. Lees holds a B.S. in biology from Oglethorpe University in Atlanta, Georgia; an M.S. in nuclear engineering from the Georgia Institute of Technology (Atlanta); and post-graduate studies in medical sciences from Emory University (Atlanta). He is currently beginning a doctoral program at Capella University with an emergency management specialization.
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