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Sergeant Mark Landahl is a 10-year veteran of the Frederick County (Maryland) Sheriff’s Office and currently serves as Supervisor of the School Resource Unit. The 13-member Unit provides law enforcement services and all-hazards emergency planning support to more than 46,000 students and staff in 63 Frederick County Public School buildings. In his previous position, Sergeant Landahl served as the supervisor of the agency’s Homeland Security Section. In that capacity, he oversaw the development of plans, policy, and the delivery of programs and training related to all aspects of emergency management and homeland security, including investigation, intelligence, and all-hazards preparedness and response. This position included assignment as an investigator to the Maryland-Delaware Joint Terrorism Task Force operating out of the Federal Bureau of Investigation’s Baltimore Field Office. Previous to his career in law enforcement, Sergeant Landahl served as a staff assistant in the United States House of Representatives, focusing on national defense issues, and as a history and government teacher in public schools in Maryland and North Carolina. 

Sergeant Landahl received his B.A. in political science/education from the State University of New York College at Cortland and earned an M.A. in security studies with a concentration in homeland defense and security from the Department of Homeland Security-sponsored degree program at the U.S. Naval Postgraduate School in Monterey, California. He also holds a graduate certificate in Law Enforcement Intelligence Analysis from Michigan State University, has earned the designation as a Certified Emergency Manager (CEM®) through the International Association of Emergency Managers, and serves as a member of the National Sheriff’s Association’s Homeland Security Committee. Sergeant Landahl has published academic and practitioner articles on emergency management and homeland security topics and is currently pursuing a Ph.D. in emergency management at Oklahoma State University. He has been a faculty member at the University of Maryland University College since 2007, where he has designed several courses in the undergraduate Homeland Security major and has been twice nominated for the Stanley J. Drazek Teaching Excellence Award.
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