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Dr. Jane A. Kushma is an Associate Professor of Emergency Management at Jacksonville State University (JSU) in Alabama. She has been teaching emergency management at the university level for more than 15 years and has provided leadership for curriculum development efforts at both the graduate and undergraduate levels at several institutions. She led efforts to develop a doctoral program in emergency management at JSU and has been named Director of the program, which starts in the fall of 2011.
Before joining academia, Dr. Kushma spent many years with the American Red Cross, where she coordinated national headquarters’ initiatives for catastrophic disaster planning, and she served on many large-scale disaster relief operations. She has served as a consultant to the Federal Emergency Management Agency, National Voluntary Organizations Active in Disaster, and the Alabama Emergency Management Agency.

Dr. Kushma holds a Ph.D. in urban policy and public administration from the University of Texas at Arlington and a master’s in social work from the University of Pittsburgh. Her research interests include public policy and emergency management, vulnerable populations, and long-term community recovery from disaster.
At the conference, Dr. Kushma is interested in talking with others who are incorporating resilience themes in emergency management curriculum.
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