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Dr. Debra Jean Kreisberg is Director of the Center for Integrated Disaster Health Preparedness at the University of Colorado Denver School of Emergency Medicine. Previously she was director of Emergency Preparedness and Diversity Initiatives at the Colorado Hospital Association, where she worked to develop programs in the area of disaster preparedness and response with special interest in the impact of culturally diverse populations. In her work with many culturally and ethnically diverse refugee populations, Dr. Kreisberg has directly engaged with hospitals, health departments, and non-profit organizations to develop standards of cultural competency, resources, and programs that enhance access, the development of culturally appropriate assessment and intake tools, and evaluation and measurement tools in the area of healthcare access and quality of care. 
Dr. Kreisberg co-founded the Rocky Mountain Survivors Center, a specialized center in Denver, Colorado, for the health and mental health treatment of survivors of human rights abuse developed in response to a statewide needs assessment addressing access to mental healthcare by newly legalized aliens. Dr. Kreisberg earned both her M.A. in international relations and her Ph.D. in international relations from the University of Denver.
Many of the disasters and large-scale emergencies of the past decade in the United States have required a major organized medical response spanning response entities from local to Federal. Achieving national health security requires better coordination between the health system and the emergency response system: ultimately these systems need to work together as part of one integrated health security system. Given that the initial response to a catastrophic health event relies on local resources, the true test of our response capability requires evaluation at the local and regional level. The goal of the Center for Integrated Disaster Health Preparedness is to develop a “disaster medical capability that can immediately re-orient and coordinate existing resources within all sectors to satisfy the needs of the population during a catastrophic health event” at the local, regional, and State levels.

Health emergency planning for disasters involves large numbers of agencies at all levels of governmental as well as nongovernmental organizations. Often agencies do planning in isolation from one another. Physicians, nurses, other healthcare professionals, hospital administrators, health planners, and funding agencies have specific and unique requirements in emergency planning development. The purpose of the Center is to develop a collaborative institute where excellence, best practices, research, teaching, and training from multiple sectors come together to integrate the healthcare infrastructure and workforce into a safe, informed, and integrated response system which efficiently and effectively responds to all-hazards events, minimizes the risk to communities, and acts with the unified goal of protecting the people of Colorado’s health in the case of an emergency.

The vision of the Center is to work towards the integration of healthcare entities in an effort to strengthen cross-jurisdictional and cross-sector collaborative planning and response in order to build response system capacity and capability in emergency response. The vision includes promoting a standard of excellence and defining a standard of care from health emergency preparedness that is based on evidence of performance measures and standards rooted in academic rigor which allow us to gauge the effectiveness of training and exercises.

May 25, 2011


