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Ms. Renee Hupp will be graduating from the Homeland Security and Emergency Preparedness (HSEP) Program at Virginia Commonwealth University (VCU) in December of 2011. Through the program, she has been one of the starting members of the Campus Community Emergency Response Team (CCERT); held an internship at the Virginia Department of Emergency Management; spoken with professionals from across the field; and has sat on various student panels. Ms. Hupp has been encouraged by her professors to look at various topics on her own that may not be covered in class, which has resulted in her case study regarding emergency preparedness and nuclear power stations.  

Ms. Hupp first became interested in emergency management through family members who have held positions in volunteer fire departments and in the emergency medicine field. She joined the local volunteer fire station at the age of 16 and has received scholarships and awards through her work with them. She has put her knowledge from firefighting into the CCERT program at VCU.

Ms. Hupp is attending this conference to represent VCU and its HSEP students. She will also present how her independent study has really made a connection between the theory learned in the classroom to the practice needed in the field.
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