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Ms. Kathleen G. Henning is a nationally board-certified Emergency Manager and the President of KGHenning & Associates, LLC, with clients from various counties, National Capital Region, colleges, and hospitals. She is currently a member of the faculty at the University of Maryland, UMUC, in the Fire Science, Emergency Management, and Homeland Security Department and is an adjunct faculty member at the University of Maryland, UMUC, Department of Emergency Management. She also serves as a mentor for the college internship program and other faculty and as faculty advisor for the International Association of Emergency Management (IAEM) Student Chapter.

Ms. Henning retired as Montgomery County’s program coordinator for Emergency Management/Homeland Security with nearly 30 years of government service. On a daily basis, she coordinated disaster planning, preparedness, mitigation, and recovery activities for county agencies. Currently, she is president of Region 3 (Washington, DC; Maryland; Virginia; Delaware; West Virginia; and Pennsylvania) of the IAEM and a member of the Board of Directors. She has served on the NVOAD Disaster Volunteer Committee and the FEMA National Citizen Corps Council.
Ms. Henning has worked actively with Federal, State, and local agencies to help define and build their organizational response to Homeland Security initiatives. Currently she is on the FEMA Recovery Committee Executive Steering Committee, looking at various issues including donations management and volunteer management. She works on children’s issues and is a member of the Commission on Children in Disaster Evacuation, Transportation, and Shelter subcommittee. Ms. Henning is a member of the National Citizen Corps Council; a member of the Montgomery County Citizen Corps Council; a Community Emergency Response Team (CERT) instructor and Montgomery County CERT Training officer. She is a life member of the Gaithersburg Washington Grove Fire Department and administrative member of the Damascus Volunteer Fire Department. She has participated in a number of Federal stakeholder workgroups. In 2001, she was appointed to the 20-member FEMA Readiness, Response, and Recovery Capability Assessment Task Force to help define their role in Homeland Security. Ms. Henning represented emergency managers at the RAND-sponsored Homeland Security Advisory Workshop to prepare a briefing document for Governor Ridge to present to Congress prior to the establishment of DHS. She has served on various stakeholder groups with the National Guard and Office of Justice Programs, and she was a member of the Montgomery County anti-terrorism Bioterrorism 1st Responder Task Force. She worked actively with hospitals and Public Health officials to improve response capability.

Ms. Henning has been recognized for her leadership in the field of emergency management, coordinated incident management, and disaster planning. In 1990, she was cited by the National Coordinating Council of Emergency Management as Region 3 Emergency Manager of the Year. In 1990, she was the first American asked to help teach hurricane emergency response to nine Pan-Asian countries at the Asian Disaster Preparedness Institute in Bangkok, Thailand. In 2005, she was awarded a Best Practice Award from the County Executive for a public health initiative for community outreach as part of a public health and emergency management collaboration. Ms. Henning is a past president of the Maryland Emergency Management Association and a past member of the Maryland Governor’s Emergency Management Advisory Council/State Emergency Response Commission Executive Board. She has worked with IAEM and NEMA under a cooperative agreement with DHS as program manager for two National Conferences on Community Preparedness in Virginia in 2007 and 2009. In 1995, she went as an instructor of Incident Command to Estonia (formerly of the Soviet Union) at the request of the Maryland National Guard and the Department of Defense. In 2007, she was one of several Americans invited to Shanghai, China, as the speaker at the 21st Century Symposium on Civil Protection. In 2011, she was a designated speaker for the Chinese Emergency Management Delegation visit to the United States.

Ms. Henning has been a responder to the Pentagon for the September 11th attacks, the anthrax letters in 2001, the DC Sniper Attacks in Maryland, Hurricane Isabel, and as a DMORT member to the morgue in Rhode Island for the Supper Club Fire and in Louisiana for Hurricane Katrina.

Ms. Henning holds a B.A. from Northwestern University in Evanston, Illinois; a master’s degree from the University of Michigan in Ann Arbor; and an A.A. in fire science administration from Montgomery College.
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