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Mr. Kailash Gupta will present a paper at the Higher Education Conference on Disaster Management and India: Responding Internally and Simultaneously in Neighboring Countries in the Comparative Emergency Management Book Project breakout session on Tuesday, June 7. He has presented papers at many international conferences, including the XVII International Sociology Association World Congress on Sociology, Gothenburg, Sweden, 2010; 17th Annual Conference of The Emergency Management Society (TIEMS), Beijing, China, 2010; 2nd Asian Ministerial Conference on Disaster Risk Reduction, New Delhi, India, 2007 (inaugurated by Dr. Manmohan Singh, Prime Minister of India); the International Disaster Reduction Conference, Davos, Switzerland, 2006; and the 53rd Annual Conference of the International Association of Emergency Managers (IAEM), Phoenix, Arizona, USA, 2005.

At the TIEMS Annual Conference in Beijing, Mr. Gupta’s paper on “A New Philosophy in EOC Design: The Case of Rajasthan State in India,” was awarded the Best-Practice paper. His essay “Cross-Cultural Analysis of Mass-Fatalities Management,” received the Best Essay award from the North Texas Chapter of the American Society of Public Administration. In 2008, the IAEM gave Mr. Gupta an Honorary Citation for his work as IAEM’s first national representative in India and for helping launch the Asian Region.

Mr. Gupta’s paper on the New Philosophy of EOC Design was based on his consultancy experience of designing EOCs at the district level for the Government of Rajasthan state in India. On his recommendation, EOCs were set up in all 33 districts of Rajasthan. The award-winning essay on mass-fatalities management (MFM) was based on his National Science Foundation (NSF)-funded research after the tsunami in Sri Lanka and India, and Natural Hazards Center-funded Quick Response Research grants following the 2009 cyclone Aila in Bangladesh and India. Mr. Gupta received another Quick Response Research grant to study MFM after the 2010 earthquake in Haiti. He took initiative to prepare a NSF Rapid Response Research grant proposal with the support of Dr. David McEntire. They received a $39,952 award for the cross-cultural analysis of the disposal of unidentified bodies in Haiti.

Mr. Gupta’s publications have appeared in the International Journal of Emergency Management, Sage Handbook of Disaster Relief, FEMA Higher Education Web site, and other sources. He did FEMA-funded research on the 50 most recommended books by the emergency management faculty and disaster researchers for graduate students. The list can be found on the FEMA Higher Education Web site. At the request of Indira Gandhi National Open University, New Delhi, Mr. Gupta co-authored a textbook on Disaster Preparedness for the PG Diploma in Disaster Management published in 2006 by the University.

Mr. Gupta has completed his course work for the interdisciplinary information science Ph.D. at the University of North Texas, Denton, after earning 33 credits towards a Ph.D. in emergency management at the North Dakota State University, Fargo. Earlier he earned an MBA degree from the #1 ranked business school in India, the Indian Institute of Management, Ahmedabad, subsequent to a bachelor’s degree in electrical engineering. 

Mr. Gupta would like to know the latest developments in emergency management higher education at the conference, and to network with the participants.
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