JAMES D. GARLITS
Master’s Candidate
Emergency and Disaster Management

American Military University

jgarlits@gmail.com

Mr. James D. (Jim) Garlits is the installation medical liaison for Camp Atterbury in southern Indiana, where he is actively involved in medical emergency management, and the creation and implementation of the installation comprehensive emergency management plan; he is also a member of the installation’s Emergency Management Working Group. As a student, he was recently elected president of the International Association of Emergency Managers (IAEM) Student Chapter at American Public University System.

Previous to his current position, Mr. Garlits was a National Guard Bureau Crisis Operations Center Team chief, helping to coordinate the National Guard response to natural, technological, and willed disasters. He served as the deputy joint surgeon on the Indiana National Guard Task Force that responded to the severe flooding in the Midwest in June of 2008.

Mr. Garlits graduated from Ball State University in 1989 with a B.S. in print communications. He joined the National Guard shortly thereafter and was commissioned as an officer in 1992. His military experience and education has focused on medical contingency planning. He is currently seeking to submit his packet to IAEM to gain his Certified Emergency Manager (CEM) credential, and hopes to complete his master’s degree in the summer of 2012.

By attending the FEMA Higher Education Conference, Mr. Garlits hopes that his participation as a student volunteer will allow those not able to attend to gain a thorough understanding of what was discussed in the breakout sessions he will be covering as a recorder/reporter. He is also interested, during his free time, to attend sessions related to incorporation of sustainability and resilience into university course content.
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