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Dr. Anne Garland is a Research Associate at the National Center for Risk and Economic Analysis of Terrorism Events. She coordinates, trains, and mentors student participants in a Department of Homeland Security (DHS) CREATE program called “Working Together for a Safer Tomorrow”, (http://create.usc.edu/2011/03/working_together_for_a_safer_t_2.html). She also develops, implements, and engages stakeholders with project models and tools which include integration of social, physical, and natural sciences. All projects emphasize student participants as assistants and/or mission leads. Underrepresented students are sought out to participate in the projects, especially American Indian, Latino, Chicano, and African American students.

Dr. Garland is also a Research Associate of Applied Research in Environmental Sciences (ARIES), which is the non-profit that is awarded DHS funds for coordination and training of the student participants. Along with the DHS project, she manages and directs several projects which utilize historical ecology. As an archaeologist, the integration among social and natural sciences is required for research and analysis of the data sets; this includes an interdisciplinary team. Historical Ecology follows the same goals, including archaeology as a necessary discipline that provides the complexity of time and space. Dr. Garland’s specialties are culture contact studies, public archaeology, and eco-heritage. Please see more about these projects at www.ariesnonprofit.com.

While presenting and attending the Fifth Center for Homeland Defense and Security Education Summit, Dr. Garland met Irmak, the Program Director of the University of Maryland University College (UMUC) Homeland Security Program. She mentioned her program was seeking adjuncts for distance education. Dr. Garland already teaches for the University of Maryland College Park, for Anthropology Distance Education and teaches online courses while at Elizabeth City State University in North Carolina. At the DHS University Network Summit in March, 2011, she interviewed with Irmak and was asked to submit an application to teach courses in the Emergency Management Curriculum at UMUC. They are currently considering this application. 

Irmak very much wanted Dr. Garland to attend the Emergency Management Higher Education Conference and had strongly suggested we submit for a presentation; however, Dr. Garland’s DHS work travel has prevented it by the due date. After reviewing the agenda, she is looking forward to the challenging topics, since she works with Fire and Emergency Management staff and volunteers with a project she initiated 3 years ago in tribally inclusive geographic areas (TIGA), particularly the 7 TIGA communities in New York. See the ARIES web site (sidebar menu) for this project model and tool, called Cumulative Regional Integrated Operability Score (CRIOS). The CRIOS project was selected for a student poster presentation at the DHS Summit, 2010, when the program received the DHS Impact Award. The student participant placed 4th among 20 posters selected for the DHS National Competition. Poster abstracts are submitted from all the universities which partner for the 12 National Centers of Excellence of DHS.

As a Research Associate of ARIES, Dr. Garland is hoping to locate homeland security programs which have students interested in participation in the DHS-funded program. ARIES can provide mentoring and DHS stipends for students to assist and/or be mission leads for a variety of project models and tools.
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