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Dr. John R. Fisher has been a Professor in the Emergency Services bachelor’s program at Utah Valley University since August 2010. His areas of teaching expertise are crisis communications and government policy. He began teaching in 1996 following careers in publishing and government service. He taught for 4 years at First Nations colleges in Alberta, Canada, before accepting appointments at Boise State University and Northwest Missouri State University.
As an instructor in the Emergency Services minor at Northwest Missouri State University, Dr. Fisher assisted in facilitating student simulations in Florida and Macedonia. The Macedonia exercise lasted 2 weeks and involved students from both the United States and Macedonia. During the first week, students trained in disaster response. At the same time, they became involved in a simulation which culminated in disaster field work in week two.

Dr. Fisher has pursued a research agenda focusing on mass media impact in government policy-making. He earned a Ph.D. from the University of Alberta in 1988, where his dissertation was about mass media impact on educational policy-making. His research was funded by a Canadian Social Science and Humanities Research Fellowship. Dr. Fisher holds a bachelor’s and master’s degree in communications from Brigham Young University. Recently, he contributed a chapter in Sage’s 21st Century Political Science: A Reference Handbook on “Systems theory and structural functionalism.”

Dr. Fisher will be co-presenting research about the Emergency Management Assistance Compact and volunteers with Mr. James Carey and Mr. Andrew Lewis, Emergency Services students from Utah Valley University.

Following is a list of Dr. Fisher’s recent peer-reviewed publications and presentations:

· R. Jeffrey Maxfield and John R. Fisher. (March 10–11, 2011). “Education for the practitioner: Non-traditional learning for students with work experience.” A presentation at the Fifth Homeland Defense and Security Education Summit at the University of Maryland University College, Adelphi, MD.

· Fisher, J.R., Koleci, B, and Bela, M. (2011). “The first two years of independence in Kosovo: Link between political systems and business enterprises.” Business Research Yearbook, Vol. 18.
· Fisher, J.R. (2009). “Public relations and war: Socially responsible or unethical.” Journal of International Business Disciplines, Vol. 4, No. 1, pp. 54–67.
· Fisher, J.R. (2009). “The story of a shooting: Recommendations for more effective crisis communication” (p. 93+). In Silva, F., editor. Managing in Uncertain Environments. Madrid: ESIC Editorial.
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