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Ms. Sylvia E. Farrington currently serves as the Director of Emergency Management for the University of North Carolina (UNC) Asheville, with oversight of Environmental Health and Safety. Her purview includes departmental training, operational program development, and the development of collaborative Federal, State, local, private, and academic partnerships in support of UNC Asheville’s strategic goals for emergency preparedness and response.
Parallel to her position at UNC Asheville, Ms. Farrington is in her 15th year with the U.S. Department of Homeland Security’s Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA). As a Reservist, her deployment capacity included Deputy Federal Coordinating Officer for Mitigation, as well as Information and Planning Documentation Branch chief for the National Emergency Response Team. As Mitigation Division Community Education and Outreach Branch chief, Ms. Farrington specialized in the development of field-based training for new hires and innovative community outreach initiatives in catastrophic disaster events. Ms. Farrington has successfully served in more than 50 field, regional, and FEMA Headquarters deployments and received numerous awards and recognitions for her work in developing and sustaining public, private, and academic partnerships. She has provided policy, operational, personnel development, and deployment guidance, and developed and implemented cross-disciplinary approaches to the management of extreme events and disaster loss-reduction policies and practices. Ms. Farrington has been an invited speaker at national hurricane conferences and a contributing author to national policy and institutionalized operational designs. Throughout her career, she has been counted on to conceptualize and implement innovative projects and initiatives, backed with a demonstrated personal and professional commitment to diversity and inclusiveness.
Ms. Farrington has more than 21 years of experience developing successful public, private, and academic partnerships initiatives, which have been regionally recognized and nationally institutionalized. She specializes in disaster mitigation project management of community education and outreach activities and programs, with significant operational expertise in federally declared catastrophic disasters. She has been recognized for developing and incorporating innovative adult learning strategies in new-hire training within operational Joint Field Offices for catastrophic disaster events.

Ms. Farrington holds a B.A. in mathematics, from Columbia University, New York.
Ms. Farrington is attending the conference to actively engage in a collaborative gathering of emergency management academic partners, to gain knowledge of best practices, and to participate in open dialogue about the challenges faced on other college and university campuses.
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