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Dr. Frances L. Edwards is the Deputy Director of the Mineta Transportation Institute’s (MTI) National Transportation Security Center of Excellence, and Professor and Director of the Master of Public Administration Program at San Jose State University. She is a Certified Emergency Manager with more than 20 years of experience as a director of emergency services in California, including 14 years in the city of San Jose. 
Dr. Edward’s most recent journal article is “Effective Disaster Response in Cross Border Events” in the Journal of Contingency and Crisis Management. She is co-author with Friedrich Steinhausler of two books on terrorism in the NATO Science Series, and is co-author with Dan Goodrich of a chapter in the International City/County Management Association Green Book Emergency Management. She is co-authoring six major publications for MTI, and chapters in professional books and more than 30 articles. Dr. Edwards is also the U.S. chair for the European Union’s CAST project, creating a common curriculum for disaster response training for first responders. She provides Incident Command System/Standardized Emergency Management System/National Incident Management System and Continuity of Operations plan writing, review, and training for Caltrans. She teaches emergency management in both the Master of Public Administration and the Master of Transportation Management programs at San Jose State University.

Dr. Edwards has a master’s degree in international relations, a master of urban planning, and a Ph.D. in public administration.
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