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Ms. Elizabeth Dawson is a Forensic Investigator with the Chicago Police Department (CPD). In her 11 years with the CPD, she has held numerous positions including patrol officer and area gang officer. She has also been a volunteer in the Civil Air Patrol for more than 20 years. Civil Air Force is a congressionally chartered volunteer auxiliary of the U.S. Air Force that specializes in leading search and rescue missions. Civil Air Patrol conducts 95% of continental U.S. inland search and rescue missions as tasked by the Air Force Rescue Coordination Center. Its volunteers also perform homeland security, disaster relief, and counter-drug missions at the request of Federal, State, and local agencies. With Civil Air Patrol, Ms. Dawson earned a senior-level rating for the cadet program, where she specializes in working with teenagers and young adults. These experiences have given her the opportunity to observe and interact with diverse groups of teenage and young adult populations between the ages of 12–21.

Ms. Dawson holds a B.S. in law enforcement and justice administration from Western Illinois University, where she graduated magna cum laude. She also holds an M.S. in threat and response management from the University of Chicago and an M.A. in public safety administration from Lewis University.
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