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Dr. Carol L. Cwiak has been a full-time faculty member with North Dakota State University’s (NDSU) Emergency Management Program since 2006. She is part of a dynamic team at NDSU that believes that the best educational model for emergency management is a three-pronged approach that includes academic coursework, functional application, and internships out in the field. NDSU offers a minor, major, master’s, and Ph.D. in Emergency Management and is committed to promoting excellence in emergency management higher education and facilitating the professionalization of the field.
At this year’s conference, Dr. Cwiak will speak about projects she has been doing for the Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA) Emergency Management Higher Education Program that focus on the state of current emergency management higher education programs and the emergency management practitioner community’s assessment of “must reads” in emergency management and teaching business continuity. She also will participate in a panel discussion with other members of the Emergency Management Roundtable that collaborated over the past year to put together a product that captures a general overview of the knowledge and skills undergraduates in emergency management should ideally possess. Dr. Cwiak will also participate in the awarding of the Dr. B. Wayne Blanchard Award for Academic Excellence in Emergency Management.
Dr. Cwiak continues to focus her efforts and research on emergency management identity and the professionalization process. She is a FEMA/DHS certified trainer for Community Emergency Response Teams (CERTs), Disaster-Resistant Jobs, and Multi-Hazard Emergency Planning for Schools (K–12). Dr. Cwiak is the Executive Director of the Emergency Management Higher Education Consortium; President of North Dakota InfraGuard; co-Vice Chair of the International Association of Emergency Managers (IAEM) Training and Education Committee; member of IAEM’s Conference Committee; and Principal Investigator of the Ready Campus Initiative Grant at NDSU. She serves as a member of the North Dakota Department of Emergency Services (NDES) Boy’s State Exercise Facilitation Team, and she has served on the NDES Advisory Committee. She continues to partner on projects with emergency management agencies and partners at the local, State, national, and international levels.
In the past few years, Dr. Cwiak has increasingly focused on the role of youth in creating a different paradigm for preparedness activities. She is a strong advocate for the Teen CERT program and other youth-based initiatives that teach personal responsibility for risk management in youth. Dr. Cwiak also remains committed to the forward movement of emergency management as a discipline and profession and welcomes conversations and partnerships that promote those goals.
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