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Ms. Judith Colle is a Principal Analyst with the Homeland Security Studies and Analysis Institute (HSI), a federally funded research and development center mandated by Congress in the Homeland Security Act to support the Nation’s homeland security mission. She is also an Adjunct Professor at the University of Maryland University College, where she teaches in the Emergency Management graduate program.

While at HSI, Ms. Colle has participated in several strategic emergency management projects. As an HSI Forward Analyst to FEMA, she assisted in the development of FEMA’s Incident Management Assistance Teams (IMATs) Program which was mandated in the 2006 Post-Katrina Emergency Management Reform Act. As a result of her work on the IMATs, she was invited to observe activities during the TOPOFF 4 exercise at the FEMA Joint Field Office (JFO) in Portland, Oregon. Following that task, Ms. Colle was invited to observe FEMA and State response and recovery activities at the JFO for the 2007 California wildfires. The HSI findings from that project were used by FEMA personnel and incoming leadership to shape policy. This task also launched the HSI Rapid Response Field Analysis Program, which facilitates HSI involvement in future disasters.

Prior to coming to HSI, Ms. Colle assisted the U.S. EPA in developing and implementing its nationwide program for responding to catastrophic hazardous materials (hazmat) emergencies. Concurrent with that endeavor, she wrote the hazmat annex for the former Federal Response Plan, now called the National Response Framework, and participated in numerous simulations to test the plan as a player, controller, or evaluator. Following the passage of the Weapons of Mass Destruction (WMD) Act, Ms. Colle assisted the EPA in developing and implementing its nationwide terrorism program for WMD and in synchronizing the terrorism program with EPA’s catastrophic response and national security programs. She assisted the EPA in the design and development of its headquarters Emergency Operations Center (EOC), and managed contract support (provided by her former employer) to the EOC for information management activities during emergencies and simulations, and readiness tasks during EOC standdown.
As a former hazardous materials first responder, Ms. Colle has more than 30 years of national and international experience in supporting the public and private sectors in all phases of emergency and disaster management. She served as a technical and management consultant to the U.S. National Oil and Hazardous Substances Response Team (NRT), where she was responsible for the first survey of State capability for preparedness and response to hazmat emergencies. The survey was used by the NRT in identifying and carrying out its activities and provided to Congress as it developed the Community Right-To-Know Act. Ms. Colle also was a technical advisor to the U.S./Mexico Joint Response Team. Working with representatives from both nations, she wrote the bi-national plan for environmental emergencies along the U.S./Mexico border and helped guide implementation activities among the many pairs of “Sister Cities” on the border.

Besides her work with Mexico and Canada for border hazmat emergencies, Ms. Colle has supported several international projects including: a hazmat assessment and recommendations for a hazmat emergency response program in Palestine (Gaza/West Bank); a hazmat emergency management assessment for the national highways of Uruguay; and an international conference for Asian disaster managers.

Ms. Colle has an M.S. in environmental science from George Washington University and a B.A. in social science (with a triple concentration in psychology, sociology, and education) from Russell Sage College.
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