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Dr. Deborah Branson is the Assistant Director of the Southeastern Center for Environmental Excellence and a Deputy Environmental Officer for Methodist University in Fayetteville, North Carolina. She retired as a Commander from the U.S. Navy after having served for 23 years in such diverse fields as instructor at the Naval War College; coordinator for Congressional Requests for Information; director for International and Aviation issues for the Assistant Secretary of the Navy; and as a helicopter pilot flying throughout Southeast Asia.

Dr. Branson is an assistant professor at the University, instructing courses in the Environmental and Occupational Management (ENM) major. She serves, or has served, on the Boards of Sandhills Area Land Trust, Sustainable Sandhills, and Environmental Educators of North Carolina.

Dr. Branson holds a Ph.D. from George Mason University in environmental science and public policy as well as a master’s in environmental science, international relations, strategic studies, and secondary science education.

The ENM major is interdisciplinary and includes diverse classwork, from industrial processes to environmental pollution and environmental engineering to terrorism and chemistry. The ENM program has a 100% job placement rate with students placed globally. Graduates work in the prevention, response, and remediation of incidents and disasters whether natural or manmade.

The Interdisciplinary Studies of Clandestine Laboratories (CLB) major is interdisciplinary and is designed with a variety of classwork centered around clandestine labs (illicit drug labs) and includes a diversity of coursework in a variety of courses including crime scene investigation, clandestine labs, advanced clandestine labs, social work, and pollution science. The CLB program also offers certificate work for community professionals, including first responders, police, fire, rescue, social workers, teachers, remediation specialists, and the medical community on the hazards associated with clandestine labs and proper response.
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