SUSAN E. BLANKENSHIP
Faculty Member
Investigative Forensics and Criminal Justice Programs

University of Maryland University College

Adelphi, Maryland

sblankenship@umuc.edu

Ms. Susan E. Blankenshp is a full-time collegiate Faculty Member at the University of Maryland University College (UMUC), teaching in the Investigative Forensics and Criminal Justice Programs, Department of Business and Professional Programs, School of Undergraduate Studies. Her main responsibility is teaching; however, she is also responsible for administration duties for the programs as well as curriculum development. As part of the curriculum development, Ms. Blankenship has been involved with the development of multiple scenarios used by students, including the writing of the background for the scenarios as well as the factual information presented in those scenarios.

Prior to joining UMUC, Ms. Blankenship worked for the Hagerstown Police Department, Western Maryland Crime Laboratory in Hagerstown, Maryland, a small crime lab in Washington County. The size of the lab afforded her the opportunity to gain experience in a variety of forensic disciplines, including drug analysis, video analysis, fingerprint processing, basic serology, little-questioned documents, and major crime scenes investigations. Her first job in forensic science was with the Drug Enforcement Administration as a forensic drug chemist in the early 1990s.
Ms. Blankenship holds a B.S. in chemistry from Mary Washington College (now the University of Mary Washington), and a master’s of forensic science from The George Washington University. She is also certified in General Criminalistics by the American Board of Criminalistics (ABC). And, since she really believes in personal certification, she joined the Board of Directors for the ABC as well. She is also a member of the Mid-Atlantic Association of Forensic Scientists.

Ms. Blankenship’s background and interests are in the criminal justice side of emergency management; however, UMUC has been able to develop and use multiple scenarios, including a Crime Scene Game and a Cold Case Homicide Game, to allow the students some practical experience in the criminal justice field. As part of a panel discussion at the conference, Ms. Blankenship will be presenting information about these scenarios to the attendees to hopefully stimulate ideas on the types of scenarios which can be used in the classroom setting. In this age of video games, using scenarios to help stimulate the students’ interest as well as their learning has proven to be a good fit in the Investigative Forensics and Criminal Justice programs at UMUC, and these examples will hopefully lead to other computer-based scenarios within the classroom setting.
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