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Mr. Patrick W. Bigoss is an Associate Professor and Program Chair of the Fire Science and Emergency Management Programs at Camden County College in New Jersey. He carries a full-time classroom teaching load and develops, plans, and schedules all other aspects of the programs including budgeting, staffing, and promotion. In addition, he serves as a liaison between the Camden County Regional Training Center and the college. Mr. Bigoss teaches FIR-102 and 222, Fire Inspector I and II, and FIR-212, New Jersey Fire Official class. He is considered a subject matter expert on the New Jersey Uniform Fire Code; as such, he has developed and delivered day-long training classes for all certified fire officials and fire inspectors in the State. This activity supports the Division of Fire Safety continuing education classes.
Since Mr. Bigoss joined Camden County College, significant improvements in the program offerings and coordination have been made:

· Addition of three new courses (Spring 2009)

· Approval of curriculum revisions to mirror national standards for two A.A.S. programs (Spring 2009)

· Expansion of student enrollment and program completions through proactive efforts and more effective communications

· Establishment of articulation agreements with the University of Maryland and Gloucester County Institute of Technology (Spring 2010)

· Awarded a Certificate of Appreciation from Camden County (October 1, 2009)

Mr. Bigoss’s business career began in the chemical industry in an engineering capacity with FMC Corporation in Carteret, New Jersy. Over the course of 13 years, he held 12 increasingly responsible positions at locations in Carteret, New Jersey; Lawrence, Kansas; and Philadelphia, Pennsylvania. Positions included: project engineer, Operations supervisor, operating superintendent, product manager, and Group Strategic Planning manager, his last position at FMC. In this position, he was a participant in new business development and served on a group merger and acquisition team. 

In November 1986, Mr. Bigoss left the chemical business and entered the specialty printing and direct marketing business with Webcraft technologies, North Brunswick, New Jersey. He held several positions which led to his appointment as global vice president of Sales and Marketing (1992–August 2000). Among the highlights was sales growth from $220 million in 1992 to approximately $500 million in 2000. Mr. Bigoss served on the executive committee and participated in a debt restructuring, a pre-packaged bankruptcy, and a high-yield bond offering. In early 2000, the company was absorbed into Vertis communications and the management team was replaced by Vertis personnel. This afforded Mr. Bigoss the opportunity to focus his efforts in emergency services.

Mr. Bigoss has been a volunteer firefighter for 36 years and has held the position of battalion chief of the Mount Laurel Fire Department since January 2002. In this capacity, he has used his interpersonal skills and strong leadership to foster a solid combination fire department in the largest and busiest department in Burlington County. From May 2004 to August 2008, Mr. Bigoss served as a senior instructor with the Burlington County Emergency Services Training Center. Before that, he was a fire inspector with the Division of Fire Safety, Bureau of Code Enforcement.
Mr. Bigoss holds a B.S., with honors, in mechanical engineering and a B.A. in business from Rutgers University. He also holds an M.B.A. in marketing from Rutgers University GSBA. He has also completed numerous courses at the National Fire Academy.
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