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Mr. James E.M. Bender is an Assistant Professor of EMS at Illinois Central College. He has taught for the last 15 years in the areas of emergency, disaster, tactical, and wilderness medicine. He also enjoys going on medical mission trips to third-world countries. Mr. Bender started his career in the U.S. Army as a military police officer and combat medic. Mr. Bender’s past employment involved wilderness and urban EMS management, SWAT medic, disaster coordinator for 23 hospitals, and CEO of a wilderness/disaster teaching company.
Mr. Bender earned his paramedic certification at the Center for Emergency Medicine in Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania, and his B.S. in healthcare service management at MidState College, Illinois. Currently, he is attending American Military University, completing his M.A. in emergency management; in January, he starts his doctor of education training.
Mr. Bender really enjoys emergency management, with a specific focus on how it affects healthcare and public health. During the conference, he would like to learn more dynamic ways to teach emergency management at the college setting and network with other instructors for resources and guest lecturing.
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