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Ms. Joanitha Barnes is an Instructor of Criminal Justice at Southwest Tennessee Community College. She has devoted her career to criminology and educating college students on the aspects of criminology. She obtained her B.S. (criminal justice) from the University of Tennessee at Chattanooga and her M.A. (criminology) from the University of Memphis. 

Prior to joining the field of academia, Ms. Barnes worked as a Community Corrections officer, where she was responsible for maintaining the court-ordered probation for convicted felons. She also worked as a research assistant for the National Institute for Law and Equity and the Memphis Shelby Crime Commission. Ms. Barnes has focused heavily on policy and project research within the criminal justice system, in terms of report writing and evaluation for private agencies and initiatives.

Ms. Barnes became an adjunct instructor on the collegiate level soon after acquiring her master’s degree. She has taught various criminal justice courses for several universities and community colleges. She plans to continue her teaching career while pursuing a doctoral degree and developing a non-profit agency focusing on reintegration services for those who have been convicted of felony offenses.
Ms. Barnes is attending the conference since, as a criminal justice instructor, she feels that knowledge in all areas of the field is necessary in order to adequately educate students on the various aspects of the field. Although emergency management and homeland security are broad and encompass myriad occupations, backgrounds, and facets, Ms. Barnes felt this would be a wonderful opportunity to learn more about the aspects of emergency management and homeland security in order to share the most recent information with her colleagues and students. Also, this is a great time to expand her personal knowledge about these programs. Ms. Barnes hopes to gain more knowledge about emergency management and be able to implement some of what she learns in her lesson plans during the upcoming school years. She hopes to have an opportunity to network and make some professional connections with members of this conference. 
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