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Mr. Robert E. Baker, Jr., is an Assistant Area Coordinator for the Center for Distance Learning at Empire State College–State University of New York. He is currently assigned to serve as Interim Area Coordinator for the baccalaureate programs of Criminal Justice and Homeland Security. In addition to coordinating and teaching these programs, he teaches courses for the Fire Services Administration and Emergency Management programs.

Mr. Baker lives in Ohio and is a member of the Ohio Society of Fire Service Instructors, serving on a firefighter curriculum advisory committee. He also trains first responders in hazardous materials/‌weapons of mass destruction response through Cleveland State University. Mr. Baker’s experience as an educator spans more than 17 years.

Mr. Baker has a broad range of experience in public service and safety. His 10 years with the Ohio Army National Guard (8 on active duty) included response and/or coordination of response to natural disasters. While on active duty, he embarked on his public safety career, beginning with civilian law enforcement and continuing on with a rewarding full-time career as a paid professional firefighter/EMT and a Fire Safety inspector. His work in firefighting and criminal justice provided additional opportunities in hazardous materials response as a specialist and in emergency management as a deputy director and director.

Mr. Baker holds both A.T.S. and B.A.S. degrees in fire science/public safety management and an M.S.Ed. in curriculum and instruction.
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