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Dr. Adenrele Awotona is the Founder and Director of the Center for Rebuilding Sustainable Communities After Disasters (CRSCAD). He has been a principal investigator on major projects funded by various agencies, including the Boston Foundation, the U.S. Department of Energy, the U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development, the U.S. Department of Education, the British Government Department for International Development, the United Nations (UN) Center for Human Settlements, the UN Development Program, and the European Union. Through research, consulting, and teaching, he has gained professional experience in several countries in all the continents. 

Dr. Awotona is the former dean of the College of Public and Community Service at the University of Massachusetts–Boston. Before that, he was at Southern University in Baton Rouge, Louisiana, where he served as the dean of the School of Architecture. 

Dr. Awotona earned his doctorate from the University of Cambridge, United Kingdom. His research interests comprise post-disaster reconstruction; social and cultural dimensions of disasters; disaster diplomacy; sustainable community-based planning; international development planning; housing policy, design, and cultural values; and people-environment relations. 

Dr. Awotona’s numerous publications include: Rebuilding Sustainable Communities for Children and their Families after Disasters: A Global Survey (edited, Cambridge Scholars Publishing, 2010); Rebuilding Sustainable Communities in Iraq: Policies, Programs and International Perspectives (edited, Cambridge Scholars Publishing, 2008); and Reconstruction after disaster: Issues and Practices (edited, Ashgate, 1997).
The CRSCAD works in close collaboration with practitioners, academics, researchers, policy makers, and grassroots organizations in the United States and globally in their search for the most appropriate and sustainable ways to rebuild their communities after disasters. It assists local, national, and international agencies as well as the victims of disasters to develop practical and long-term solutions to the social, economic, and environmental consequences of disasters. It provides expert advice and training to communities which have been devastated by disasters. It hosts international scholars, for specified periods of time, who wish to work on the problems which they consider essential to the rebuilding of their communities after disasters. It also assists with building local capacity to address the horrendous consequences of the various forms of disaster which millions of people face every year, everywhere. The Center engages in innovative research on various disaster-related topics with a focus on vulnerable populations (disabled people, the elderly, children, women, the poor, minorities, etc.).
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