14th Annual
Emergency Management Higher Education Conference, June 6-9, 2011 
Conference Theme: “Reaching Higher”  
Background, Goals and Objectives

Federal Emergency Management Agency, U.S. Department of Homeland Security

The FEMA Emergency Management Institute (EMI) is hosting the 14th Annual Emergency Management Conference, June 6-9, 2011, for representatives of colleges and universities which (1) have an existing hazard, disaster, emergency management program in place, or (2) are attempting to develop and implement a hazard, disaster, emergency management program on their campus (e.g., a degree, certificate, minor, or concentration).  The conference will be held on the grounds of the Federal Emergency Management Agency’s National Emergency Training Center (NETC) in Emmitsburg, Maryland – about 75 miles northwest of Washington, DC.

Background:  The annual Emergency Management Higher Education Project Conferences bring together academics representing colleges and universities which (1) have a hazard, disaster, emergency management or homeland security academic program in place, (2) are investigating or developing a hazard, disaster, emergency management or homeland security academic program, or (3) FEMA is seeking to interest in developing such a program.

In addition, a small number of participants are FEMA Emergency Management Higher Education Project materials developers, and representatives of Emergency Management Higher Education stakeholder organizations (such as the International Association of Emergency Managers and the National Emergency Management Association).

There are over 187 collegiate “emergency management” programs in the United States with approximately another 100 colleges and universities either investigating, proposing, or developing some sort of hazard, disaster, and emergency management program (degree, certificate, minor, concentration, track, focus area, specialization, and the like).  

There are about 76 colleges and universities we are aware of which have some sort of homeland security, homeland defense, terrorism, or terrorism-focused security studies program.  There are several dozen other colleges investigating the development of some sort of homeland security program.

In addition, there are approximately another 57 schools with emergency management-related programs – mostly in the public health and medical sectors.

Purpose:  The primary purpose of the annual Emergency Management Higher Education Conference is to encourage and support inter-school dialogue on a variety of issues and problems related to hazard, disaster, emergency management higher education, as well as to facilitate direct dialogue between the Emergency Management Higher Education Project and representatives of colleges and universities such as those noted above.   Discussions take place on such issues as:

Challenges faced in setting up a new program		Program and course development

How to “grow” already established programs 		Core curriculum

Student recruitment, retention and placement 		Recent survey results

Standards, certification, and accreditation		International disaster management

Making hazard, disaster and emergency management courses more interesting and relevant.

How to bring the real world of emergency management practice to students, via mechanisms such as experiential learning, internships, exercise participation, and service learning.

A secondary purpose of the conference is to provide information to the faculty and administrators of emergency management collegiate programs which could be used in the development of new emergency management college courses and programs or in the modification of existing courses – akin to an “educate the educator” posture.  


