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The Emergency Management Institute (EMI) is hosting the 14th Annual Emergency Management Higher Education Conference June 6-9, 2011, primarily for representatives of colleges and universities which (1) have an existing hazard, disaster, emergency management program in place, or (2) are attempting to develop and implement a hazard, disaster, emergency management program on their campus (e.g., a degree, certificate, minor, or concentration).  The conference will be held on the grounds of the Federal Emergency Management Agency’s National Emergency Training Center (NETC) in Emmitsburg, Maryland – about 75 miles northwest of Washington, DC.

The primary goal of the conference is to provide a forum for collegiate faculty, administrators and students to network with each other and with representatives of Emergency Management Professional organizations which are also invited to the conference.  In previous conferences these audiences have productively discussed:

· Problems/issues dealing with hazard, disaster, and emergency management educational programs
· Emergency Management Program and Curriculum design

· Emergency management competencies which need to be addressed in course development projects according to level – such as Associate, Bachelors, and Graduate – Masters and Doctoral

· Student recruitment and placement

· Challenges setting up, maintaining and growing a new program

· Core curriculum, standards, certification, and accreditation

· The rise of an academic discipline of emergency management

· How to best maintain and grow the sense of an Emergency Management Higher Education Community and how best to communicate the rise of this relatively new community to other emergency management stakeholders and communities.

· International disaster management and perspectives on universal principles of emergency management

· How the EM Hi-Ed community can best support and feed into the continuing professionalization of the emergency management profession

· Recent survey results, and making hazard, disaster, and emergency management courses more engaging and relevant
· Showcasing examples of successful Experiential Learning activities undertaken on various campuses – bringing the practical world of working emergency management to students through such mechanisms as Service Learning, participating in governmental exercises, internships, field-based practicums and disaster field work

· Showcasing the hazards, disasters and emergency management research undertaking by emergency management graduate students through breakout sessions and incorporation into panels.

· Gathering information to assist the Emergency Management Higher Education Program in assisting current and contemplated emergency management college and university programs.

Conference workshops will be held on Monday, June 6, 2011.  Workshops include “The National Incident Management System,” “How to Teach Emergency Management,”  “GIS in Emergency Management,” “Introduction to ArcGIS,” and a “Writer’s Workshop,” as well as “Building and Maintaining an Emergency Management Program.”  Please consult the Hi Ed website at http://training.fema.gov/emiweb/edu/educonference11.asp for additional workshop information.   Seating for workshops is limited and will be assigned on a first come basis.  Please email Barbara Johnson, Barbara.L.Johnson@dhs.gov with workshop preferences.  
Conference Plenary presentations are scheduled to begin at 8:30 a.m. on Tuesday, June 7, with the conference concluding at approximately 5:00 p.m. on Thursday, June 9, 2010.  EMI will provide no-cost on-campus single-room housing for the first 320 participants.  Foreign participants staying on campus will be charged $40.00 per night.  Other participants will need to stay in local hotels at their own expense.  Hotel and transportation information is available on the Emergency Management Higher Education website at http://training.fema.gov/emiweb/edu/li.asp.   
All participants staying on-campus must purchase a meal ticket for $97.70 even if not attending the entire conference.  The $97.70 cost of the meal ticket includes coffee breaks, Monday evening wine and cheese social and a cookout at the log cabin on Tuesday evening, June 7th.   

Participants staying off campus may eat any meal on campus on a cash basis only.  Breakfast, lunch and dinner plus breaks are $26.20 per day.  Break ticket cost for day visitors is $5.50 and is payable in the cafeteria.  Day visitors may also participate in the wine and cheese social for $6.10 and the log cabin cookout for $9.58 both payable in the cafeteria. Off-campus participants are welcome to purchase a meal ticket at the same cost as on-campus participants.  If you have family members or guests traveling with you and you would like to bring them to the cookout, you will need to pay for those meals in the cafeteria, and notify Barbara or Shannon in advance so that security notification can be made.

Please note that since this is a conference, unlike EMI’s training courses, transportation expenses will not be reimbursed and are the responsibility of the attendees.  NETC will provide transportation to EMI from Ronald Reagan National Airport at 6pm and Baltimore-Washington International airport at 7pm on Sunday, June 5 and back to the airports on Friday, June 10 leaving campus at 9:30 a.m.  To reserve a seat on the bus, please contact the NETC Transportation office at (301) 447-1113 or NETC-Housing@dhs.gov at least two weeks prior to the start date.  EMI is approximately a 90-minute drive from the Baltimore/Washington area.  

Security at NETC has changed considerably.  All visitors entering campus will be asked for a photo ID, your vehicle will be searched, a temporary Visitor photo ID and temporary Parking Permit will be issued, and you will be advised where to park.  Visitor ID must be worn at all times.  All visitors are being advised to bring two 2 photo IDs.  Our security level can change abruptly.  If this happens while you are traveling to NETC we want to make sure you will be allowed on campus.  New security measures are requiring a longer check-in time particularly for the first day of the conference.  Off-campus participants should be on campus ready to check in by 7:30 a.m.  This will allow enough time to be issued a visitor photo ID, acquire parking permit, park, and register for the conference.  International visitors must have their passport ready for Security to view.  
If you wish to attend, please complete the FEMA General Admissions Application (FEMA Form 75-5) provided in the invitation package and return it to the Admissions Office by May 13, 2011.  Applications should be mailed to the following address or faxed to (301) 447-1658.

National Emergency Training Center

Office of Admissions, Room I – 216

16825 South Seton Ave 

Emmitsburg, MD 21727

Applications must be returned to the NETC Office of Admissions for processing.  Applications sent to the Higher Education Program Office will not be accepted by the NETC Admissions Office.  All non-U.S. citizens attending the conference must have a security clearance conducted and completed before they are accepted.  A security clearance takes 8-12 weeks to complete. (Individuals participating in both FESCHE and EMI Hi ED conferences must submit a separate application (75-5) for each conference.  FESCHE applications can be obtained by contacting Lori Welch at Lori.Welch@dhs.gov.)  
If you have any questions, please contact the Higher Education Program Assistant, Barbara Johnson, at Barbara.L.Johnson@dhs.gov, phone (301) 447-1452 or Higher Education Program Staff, Shannon Cool at Shannon.Cool@associates.dhs.gov, phone (301) 447-1587. 
