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Dr. William L. Waugh, Jr., is Professor of Public Management and Policy/Political Science in the Andrew Young School of Policy Studies at Georgia State University in Atlanta, Georgia. He coordinates the School’s Graduate Certificate Program in Disaster Management and its master’s and doctoral concentrations in disaster management and public health. He also teaches in the Executive Master’s Program in Emergency and Crisis Management at the University of Nevada at Las Vegas. He taught at Mississippi State University and Kansas State University before moving to Georgia State University in 1985.
Dr. Waugh is the author of Living with Hazards, Dealing with Disasters (2000), Terrorism and Emergency Management (1990), and International Terrorism: How Nations Deal with Terrorists (1982); co-author of State and Local Tax Policy (1995); editor of The Future of Emergency Management (2006); and co-editor of Emergency Management: Principles and Practice for Local Government, 2nd Edition (2007), Disaster Management in the U.S. and Canada (1996), Cities and Disaster (1990), and Handbook of Emergency Management (1990). He is also the author of more than a hundred articles and book chapters published in the United States, Canada, Europe, and Asia. Dr. Waugh’s areas of specialization are local and regional capacity-building for emergency management, the design of disaster policy, and organizational theory. He is a PI in the Center for Natural Disasters, Coastal Infrastructure, and Emergency Management, a Department of Homeland Security Center of Excellence, based at the University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill.
Dr. Waugh is editor-in-chief of the Journal of Emergency Management. He is also a member of the Emergency Management Accreditation Program Commission that sets the standards for and accredits State and local emergency management programs. He is on the advisory board for the State Department Office of Diplomatic Security’s Senior Crisis Management Seminar for foreign officials at American University. Dr. Waugh is a past member of the Certified Emergency Manager Commission that administers the top national credential for professional emergency managers. He has been a consultant to Federal, State, and local government agencies and to non-governmental organizations on disaster management, emergency planning, Emergency Operations Center operations, anti-terrorism programs, strategic management, and leadership development.

Dr. Waugh grew up on military bases in the United States and Germany and served as an infantryman in the U.S. Army in the Republic of Korea from 1970–1971. He attended the University of Maryland in Munich and received his A.B. from the University of North Alabama. He earned an M.A. from Auburn University and a Ph.D. from the University of Mississippi.
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