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Mr. Raymond E. Walden III is enrolled in the Emergency and Disaster Management (EDM) Master of Arts Program through American Public University. He anticipates his degree completion in the summer of 2011. He holds a B.S. in aviation management from Southern Illinois University. He completed 13 Federal Emergency Management Agency/Emergency Management Institute independent study courses prior to enrolling in his current master’s program.
Mr. Walden has been employed with American Airlines at Chicago-O’Hare Airport for 10 years. Having worked in mid-management positions in nearly every operational department, his current position is in the ramp operations tower, coordinating the numerous departments and vendors that contribute to arrival and departure operations at America’s third-largest hub. In the short term, he plans to use tools learned in the EDM program to evaluate and possibly revamp American’s emergency response policies and procedures. Prior to American, he taught aerospace education classes as a contractor for the Chicago Public Schools system.

Mr. Walden’s interest and experience in emergency and disaster stems from his 27-year involvement in the U.S. Air Force Auxiliary–Civil Air Patrol. As a volunteer emergency responder, he holds numerous search and rescue ground and air crew ratings and incident management staff qualifications. He was part of a 14-member Illinois contingent that deployed to the Mississippi Gulf Coast in response to Hurricane Katrina. It is there that the seeds for an advanced degree and potential career in emergency management were planted.

Mr. Walden is attending the Higher Education Conference to learn more about educational and career opportunities in emergency management and to make potential network connections.
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